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Establishment of JSPS Cairo Research Station—From Tehran to Cairo

Hisashi KATO
Director, International Program Department, Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS)

The Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) currently operates ten overseas offices in nine
countries. To promote scientific exchange in their host countries and regions, these offices hold symposiums
and carry out various activities to disseminate information on scientific research being advanced in Japan.
While cooperating with JSPS’s counterpart organizations, the offices assist Japanese university in expanding
their operations overseas. They also support JSPS alumni associations run by former fellows who return to
their countries after participating in JSPS programs.

Launched 50 years ago in 1965, JSPS’s first overseas liaison offices were in Nairobi and Tehran.
Twenty years later, the Tehran office became what is now the JSPS Cairo Research Station. The original
two offices were established as regional hubs, with the Nairobi office being the Research Station for African
Regional Studies and the Tehran office being the Research Station for West Asian Regional Studies. As
regional hubs, these centers supported the activities of Japanese researchers who came to countries in their
areas to conduct fieldwork and other grant-funded scientific research activities. Researchers deployed to the
Stations also used them as a base for conducting their own research.

Thirty years ago, the JSPS Cairo Research Station took over the operation of the Tehran office. It
IS now carrying out an active program as Japan’s only research-support organization within the Middle East.
Tracing back the evolution of the Cairo Research Station over the past 50 years, it started as the Tehran
office, then transitioned to the Ankara office before its establishment in Cairo.

The original Tehran office covered West Asia (Middle East), which spanned an area from
Afghanistan west up to the coastal nations of North Africa. Among the region’s countries were Iran and
Iranian-speaking (Persian-speaking) areas, Turkey and Turkish-speaking areas, and also Arabic-speaking
nations. During its operation from 1965 to 1980, the Tehran office was staffed by dispatched researchers
mostly in the social sciences and humanities while serving as a base for Japanese researchers visiting the
region to conduct surveys and studies, whose numbers increased year by year over that period. However,
with the Iranian Revolution in 1979 and the beginning of the Iran-lraq War in 1980, the security situation in
Tehran deteriorated sharply. The extreme difficulty in obtaining entry visas and doing overseas remittances
greatly impeded the office’s operation. As it also became difficult to ensure the safety of the office’s
Japanese staff and dispatched researchers, consideration was given to closing the Tehran office and moving
its operation to another place. A committee comprising researchers dispatched to overseas office and
Japanese Middle East researchers was established in JSPS to deliberate where to relocate the Tehran office.
They made the decision to move it to Ankara in Turkey, which was carried out in 1981. The idea was to
close the Tehran office only temporarily until politico-social security and safety in Iran was restored.
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Therefore, the Ankara office was not meant to be a permanent office. Researchers were dispatched to it

for a period of three years until the Cairo Research Station was opened in 1984.

At first, both Turkey and Egypt were considered as new locations for the Tehran office. Ankara
was chosen due to the political unrest that pervaded Egypt after the assassination of President Anwar Sadat
in 1981. At the same time the office relocated in Ankara, individual researchers were going to Egypt, who,
while doing research, collected information of scientific developments in the country. In the process of
deciding where to locate the office in Turkey, Istanbul was also considered. However, from the perspective
of the office’s operation, including access to universities and other academic institutions, availability of
suitable housing and ease of obtaining visas, Ankara was judged to be the better option.

While the Ankara office launched its operation in 1981, it was Cairo to which a greater number of
Japanese researchers were coming to pursue Middle East studies. This caused JSPS to reconvene its
committees of Middle East researchers to consider again the best location for the West Asia hub. In making
a decision as to where to centralize the West Asia region, they considered the fact that Arabic-speaking
areas of the Middle East have a larger population than Turkish- or Persian-speaking areas, so they chose
Egypt as JSPS’s West Asia hub, as it also shared Islam as the region’s common religion, had communication
and transportation linkage with Japan, and provided a good scientific research environment with the
existence of Cairo University and other academic institutions.

Some 30 years have now elapses since the JSPS Cairo Research Station was officially established
in 1984. The efforts of successive office directors over that period have given the office a robust presence as
Japan’s sole research-support organization within the Middle East. Nevertheless, both the Cairo and Nairobi
Stations came under the scrutiny of the Japanese government’s administrative reform and streamlining
committee, convened in recent years. The committee initially suggested that the offices be either cut back or
closed. After, however, having received a concrete briefing on the Cairo office’s activities and merits, the
members understood the significance of the pivotal role the office gives Japan within the Middle East region
and, in a turnabout, gave it a high appraisal.

The Cairo Research Station no longer just serves as a base for supporting Japanese researchers
doing area studies, but rather boasts a multipronged program that includes collaborating with JSPS’s
counterpart organizations in Egypt, supporting a JSPS alumni association, and cooperating with Japanese
universities carrying out academic and research activities in Egypt.

While looking forward to the even greater development of the Cairo Research Station, whose
vibrant program is built upon the efforts of successive office directors, we consider it our responsibility and

privilege to continue doing what JSPS can in supporting the office’s programs and initiatives.
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R SRR WM ke s | SEEEKAT
H22 (FY2010) 5 1 - 1
H23 (FY2011) 7 2 1 3
H24 (FY2012) 2 0 2 2
H25 (FY2013) 0 0 1 1
H26 (FY2014) 2 0 1 1
H27 (FY2015) 4 2 1 3

(B) Ak 26 4E(2014 HIE) £ THOT VT FARICIMEBMEGER 0%
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4, " EMARR T EFEILET, 7 I —

1) S

A AR B2 T, M O AR IR & O F IR O ERR G BT oA RICE S &, ZEMH
RMFEET>TWET, 2070 s T ATIE, ZEHEOWMETFT —LOFHTR Y MU — 27 B
#zHfEL, HEEOWIEE & ’riz’%jj LTIT9 éiiﬁﬁﬁ%% I T —OFEMAEIIEL TWET,

o777 ATOMREMZE - £ I —I2id, LTOREHERH Y £7,

- ﬁ%@iﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁ%%k T OEERE /AT 2 G EICHES R - & 2
F—(A %R & DA BEIZEES  FHFEFGE - 7 2 —)

- BAKRE ﬁ@%é/}:T@lzﬁ:ﬁ% & LTS FEME - X —B A—7 "= F—T
T HFEGE - X T—)

T U7 MBI D3R = U7 R BHEEIFZEAE (Ministry of Scientific Research: MOSR) T 43,
FhiAli%k T MOSR 4z T D> 7 MR H it BA % A4 (Science and Technology Development Fund:
STDF) T4, VAl 27 4£(2015 F)BIfE, FEMZEIT THARSE) . BI 7 —I1x TAS - 2= - B
B 2B COFEMTOILTWET,
https://www.jsps.go.jp/j-bilat/semina/jrss.ntml https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-bilat/index.html

2) T —X
T U7 MIBT L H[FENE
-7 - H Kﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ/ﬁﬂ J: B W = foN— A h O FL[EBFSE (Collaborative Research of Gamma-
ray Bursts by Coordinated Astronomical Observation between Egypt and Japan)

FEREHIR : PRk 224 A 1 H~¥Ai24 -3 H 31 H

HAMIAER « & HENER (KRR RETFHE Y 2 —)

T 7 MARZFE : Researcher Gamal B. ALI (National Research Institute of Astronomy and Geophys-

ics)
-BEEFEFTMAEFIR LT 2 70— ar iR Yy NoAIE (Super Application of Agricultural Waste to
Green Nanocomposite Materials)

FEREHIR : PRk 224 A 1 H~¥Ai24 -3 H 31 H

HAIAFE © AR - UEZHR (U LSt R R LR 2ERY)

=~ 7 MM : Assoc. Prof. Waleed EL-ZAWAWY (National Research Center)
- REEE - AHAMEAEEDTZD DO EHERKBACEESE O 77 A F R3EBLR O (Plastidic expres-
sion of X- or N-containing xenobiotic aromatic compounds degradative dioxygenase for the bioremediation
and production of pharmaceuticals compounds)

FEREHAR : PRk 234 A 1L H~¥Ai 2543 H 31 H

HAIARE « B LA IRUEE R RO R AW AL pE et e v 7 —)

=7 MUK : Lecturer Hamdy Abdel-Azeim Hassan ALY (Minufiya University)
- TV FO HNL @RS A v 72 T ALV A DOEEFAE L T A AR5
(Epidemiological and Virological studies of Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza Viruses H5N1 circulating in
Egypt)

FEREHAR : SERk 234 A L H~¥pi 2543 H 31 H

H ARG « AW R EEZ (RO ZET)

=~ 7 Ml : Assoc. Prof. Madiha Salah IBRAHIM (Alexandria University Damanhour Branch)
- FFEECRERFEICE ST MBI O O T HREH RO TRl E T 2~ D)k H(First-
principles electronic structure calculation of Piezoresistive effect of nanoscale material and its application to
nanosensor)

SRR - PRk 24 4F 4 H 1 B~p 26 453 H 31 A
H ARG « FEEER (R - ToPrsest)
= 7 MR : Prof. Anmed ABD EL-MONEIM (Egypt-Japan University of Science and Technol-
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ogy, Materials Science and Engineering Department)
- ERAE a2 AR B O E L O (Design and Fabrication of New Low Cost Biomaterials
for Medical and Healthcare Applications)

TR : PRk 24 4 A 1 H~FA26 -3 H 31 H

H ARG - IR TIEREEER (B R - B 5ER

=7 Ml : Assoc.Prof. Khaled M. IBRAHIM (Central Metallurgical R&D Institute(CMRDI))
- B 4 O CHIFFSR 7 A L AHERE A B & NS4b & 8 OFRERIAZHT (Development of genotype
4 hepatitis C virus replication system and functional analysis of NS4b protein)

FEREHAR Rk 259 A 1 H~Fpk 2748 H 31 H

H ARG « W PRS- E (ERLEYYENTFEAT « 7 A L A5 1)

~ 7 Ml : Assis. Professor Ashraf Abdou SALEH TABLL (National Research Center, Micro-

bial Biotechnologydepartment, Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology Research Division)
-V h-BARWIHBINC X B v~ — 2 h O IL[EFFSE 1 (Collaborative Research of Gamma-
ray Bursts by Coordinated Astronomical Observation between Egypt and Japan 1)

SR - PRk 25 4F 10 H 1 B ~FRK 27 429 A 30 H

H ARG & BENEER (KRR RETFHE Y 2 —)

T 7 MAMRZFE : Researcher Gamal B. ALI (National Research Institute of Astronomy and Geophys-

ics)
- RAFREL - TV = I NVEES~O YT NAEHRME - BREA RO RIS TE A
(Innovative biofuel and green chemical production by novel Egyptian aquatic bacterial isolates from de-
signed and modified biomass)

FEREHAR : PRk 26 24 A 1 H~Fpi 2843 H 31 H

A AR - Fooik 8% (JUNRFRFPL 7 5ERT)

T 7 MR : Assis. Professor Amira Mohsen El-Sayed HAMDAN (Alexandria University, Fac-

ulty of Science)
- MERCE 12 K 5 CO2 Fipb [ ENRAE L A 7= #E & ROBIFSE

FEREHAR : PRk 27 25 A 1 H~¥Ai 2943 A 31 H

HAIE @SR OUNKRZED—R =2 — kT L « =3 L —[FEEEHFZEAT)

=~ 7 Ml : Assoc. Professor Mohamed Mahmoud Ahmed ALI ABU ELRUS (Assiut Universi-

ty, Faculty of Science)

T MNIBTLEI SR
- B MR B O (A New Era of Genetic Diseases)
PRI : Rk 22 4210 A 3 H~4 H
H AR« AR BB IR (B i 2R S ZER)
= 7 MAIMKFE . Assoc. Prof. Ghada M.H. ABDEL-SALAM (Clinical Genetics Department, NRC)
- T BT 7 ) w U=l A T T ik#E - MEFOAIRL (Creation of High-tech Materials and
Fibers Based on Nano- and Green-technologies)
PRI : Rk 22 4212 A 5 H~8 H
H AR S « AF B ZEAZ (AL L 2Silife K5 Kbt TR 29 E)
= 7 MAIFREE : Assoc. Prof. Ahmed Sabbah EI-Din EL-SALMAWY (Faculty of Applied Arts,
Helwan University)
- FRiA RIRY ST & < D018 OHE(L(ECTP-RESCEU Seminar on Astrophysics and Cosmolo-
ay)
B IIR - SERk 23 4 12 A 7~14 H
A AR - BLUIE— 2% O RFZRFPiE R/ R R &y 7 N o FHEE ' o &
—)
=~ 7 MAl{XZE : Director Abdel Nasser TAWFIK (Egyptian Center for Theoretical Physics, MTI
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University)

- FTANTNANEOFEKEREBRIZHIT AR - =V 7 FAKBEAKILR Yy b T — 27 OREEEJE-
hydronet: Modern Methodologies for the Management, Monitoring and Planning of Integrated Water Re-
sources in Nile Delta)

HAMRIER « AP 2o (8 R 2B TSR )
T 7 MAIfRZF : Prof. Ibrahim Abdelmagid ELSHINNAWY ([E 2 /KBFZE® o & — i
(Coastal Research Institute, National Water Research Center))
-HEIEIAT bR = R - vART 4 v 7 AOFEKROAFIZET LY —2 2 3 v 7 (First Egypt-Japan
Workshop on Practical Education for Mechatronics and Robotics)
FERWIRT - ok 26 45 3 7 22~26 H
H AR « )2 2% (R RS - B 224ibe)

=7 MAlftE : Provost Ahmed ABOISMAIL (Egypt-Japan University of Science and Technology,
the Mechatronics and Robotics department)
T VT MIBIT D ILEMZERGE - SRR
i ks et | R
BEMER | RS RN (5
H23 (2011) 2 28 2 2 4
H24 (2012) 2 25 2 2 4
H25 (2013) 2 23 2 2 4
H26 (2014) 2 5 1 2 3
H27 (2015) 2 19 1 3 4
TV MBI D IHFEE I - AR
i i sk | O
SERER | RS | BAUEK (=)
H23 (2011) 2 5 2 2
H24 (2012) 2 1 0 0
H25 (2013) 2 3 1 1
H26 (2014) 2 0 0 0
H27 (2015) 2 1 0 0

5. 77 « 77V b BRI pk F 2

1) =SEEE

TIT T 7Y IO REOIRA~ORRT A LA BME LT, TVT - 7 7Y hiEE
DFEHTHER & OHL[RFSE « B F— « AR ZE XETHH DT,

Wopk 17 4R (2005 4F )2 B BHAR S 41, 23 FFEJE (2011 4R E TAF AL THEEA L TV E L,
Rk 24 ERE(2012 ARFE)DAREIL, THeimifFsedlmi i) 17 O 7 MREABINAFEE] EHE L
(FICHL SRR FEEB. 72T « 77 U DM L L TAELThET,
http://www.jsps.go.jp/j-aaplat/ http://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-aaplat/index.html
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2) F—H (V7 MBI HERARE )

H AL SRR - NS E NV e
B et iR a—F 4 R—H
— 4 L SRS
H17 . FRERYYERFE R v b | BEARKSEREE | FE HhE E R TR - PEBER KT
(2005) U — U RS AE N O BIFSE | BRI I .
HOHEM s pon s | 2T AT RS
(BIZ:J:E%FH% DRk 17 4E 9 A~ TSk 2 R K
Tk 20 43 H)
H19 TR AR R HE B S A AR T R | D LA | P E IR
@007) |\ A - T s A N=F s mT | . -
— O AR R shw Aokt ey | T BP R
(i%ﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁ R 19 4E 4 H~ NI A N A TR
Tk 22 43 H)
=7 b ~LT R
H22 77V A RMEYOEER | Sk K Fa=DT AT 7 v ARE
(2010) | JHIC X B HumEBERE Z BAE L7- | dbT7 7 U IR
SCER AL S AR T Ak v H— TH 3 BT 4T ¥ FKRFE
ZHAR SR 22 4 A~ 1§ — - R
CCIRAIR ik 22 4 0~ N
TNz VT | AT VT —AF o= R
H23 TIOT T 7Y BHEREGER T | UM KFERFRE | 7LV T | AT VT — A5 = R R
(2011) | %% v hU— 2R L ST | TR — — —
W72 B R B s | TYZR T VT B R TR
LR © Fpk 23 4 4 A~ | 5 D kmor |om oD o
Tk 26 45 3 1) A2 KRRy NoxVx T URE
2 A FagnmralRKE
L= ~ L=V T REERE
6. MFZCHLETE R FEB. 77 « 7 7 U A FA TR
1) #Fs

TIT T 7V A OBEREOMRA~ERT D LA AME LT, TVT - 77U BREEOD

FANHERE & D ILFRFFE -

N

- WFER e T D b DT,

LTI RB W TR e MR O L & b, RILRO PR 24 5 HFHEE DT

ZEERE LTWET,

B, REEIZIDEBIME TR S, ARV T, SR T 2 PR [EFR
WFFEAZ T & U TRk e ih &2 i35 2 E B liffs STk,
http://www.jsps.go.jp/j-c2c/index.html

http://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-c2c/index.html
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2) T—XBHAHE—E)
7 R H AL s BE - AH T FE L SR R
e et ) Sy
i3 _ E4, RSB 4
H24 |77 U0 8 HEEOE | biEE KT =7 VRN
(2012) | hx v o v— . ar Y | #F GEHEMR - — -
~R% 27 4E 3 H)
5 —F VAR & Bt TS N
Fre7 FreTRF
77U h INRAT LT R
AR—=H YT R
FA VT | Amy ok
AL RRTT Ay N3RS THESEEIT
H24 |EBEFH KL v 2307 | UK 74U TTRA =T RSB~ = T BT
(2012) | ¢ - BT ¢ v (SR | [E B R SR - T
(IR : Pk 24 424 ) | — FAV=VT | ESF ST
~ERK 27 4F 3 A) AT F)IEBEIE
=7 ~LT R
=7 b 1R BT 2 AT
H25 | KREEEEET TOT V|l LERE A~ kS A—F I UH LR
013) | 7 - 77 U B AHFNH | REBE TR . T -
DR HIKGEIR - B | TR e | T PRYT | Yy v IR
1 PRRZ N -
G ek 254 5 |7 Ay a— |7 Taznyas R
~ Tk 28 4 3 A)
H26 |77 « 77 U ZHERE | SUN KR PR 740 EVRE
(2014) | R = > v — o 7 NAlRL & | TEERF5ERT ) o %
R EE R Yo s | TV T2 HVRHEIR
(RN « PRk 26 4 4 7 | 1§ TAY=)T | RUT YT —ATF =R
~ Pk 29 4 3 A)
=7 b B E R 5EET
Iy re— Yo 2 ESLEBE AT
A F VA RKFE
H26 |77 « 77U BI2BT | #hPRE Z F A T A AENL K
(2014) | 2 BT M B ZE & Fifet | E RS R ZC R . -
MR ETEEOER |2 M- | Y7 h NA BRF:
(G« PRk 26 42 4 H Py S BB v & —
~R% 29 4E 3 )
A SRR =
~J7 A ~ T UAKFE
HEE[E] Y U VIENL KSR
HHE 18 B
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H—F VB = gt 25T N

FAT 2T R UK

H27 | &7 S v~ — RRTE O | AciiE K TFAET ET
(2015) | SEfR A VT 7= BB = X | K S BRI 2 A : —
3 > CHCA D& Je R HAN— Y UF R
(i%,ﬁﬁﬁaﬁqzﬁk27$4ﬂ %ﬂﬁ’ E%EE& %77U77 /**X'?:CX }\j(’_%l’
~ Rk 30 45 3 H) *
Y7 b YA K
Foer DAV =
A=K T TR
7.HOPE X —7 1 > 7
1) FEME

TOT  KWPE - 77V DRI DBIE SN EH I KA - BRI ESE 25 L L
T, BICHABRSESHO ) —_NVESZEE R EMROmO 7 7 40 T ERE LT AL L%t
Fh. RHAROWFSEE & O, S HITIFAE DB OHBESLE M T e 77 A2@ T, Bd
ELTEDIEWEEOREEAMEOHIGZXY , HONFROT VT « K- 77 U 7 Hilg
LEORFAMICZH O WHEE & L TR o 2Rt 570 77 4T,

WoRk 27 A2 (2015 4EJE)BEE T E D 8 [B]l HOPE X —7 o« ' 7 OB T EEIZ. LLFO#EY T
7,

AR, A=A V7, XI5 va, HE, =VF M AV R AV RRVT ARATZ)N, F=7, #EH, <
V=7 BN Za—V—F N, T4V YUHBE— T 7V Bl XA bva XEF A4

ZD7a s T AT 2007 FITEEE D F LI, =7 NOA - B FEE OSSN 2012 F(CF
fk 23 4EFE(2011 ARHE)) D 4 I 6 T, B A OEE ISR T H % M %8E E (MOHE) 23
ToTWET,
https://www.jsps.go.jp/hope/ https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-hope/index.html

2) F—x
HOPE X —7 1 ¥ 7 BINF L
BRIEEI(FERE) | 7 —~ X558 ENUNGE T IESE TV M ASINE K
4 (FY2011) IRKERI DA |- 100 4
5(FY2012) |- /4 fifh o (J ONBEIEL45 BF) 98 S
6 (FY2013) |- /ot (Lo, /EBIS: - (£ (K OB Y 1) 106 6
7 (FY2014) - 1B, bt AR - B OB E S ) 97 6

8 (FY2015) | -/-
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JSPS Programmes for Research Collaboration between Japan and Egypt

1. Fellowship Programme for Overseas Researchers

1) Outline
These programmes aim that JSPS provide highly-qualified overseas researchers with an opportunity to come
to and conduct joint research activities with colleagues at Japanese universities and research institutes. The
programmes are intended to support the progress of the overseas researchers' research activities while pro-
moting science and internationalization in Japan.

All fields of the humanities, social sciences and natural sciences are included under this pro-
gramme. JSPS offers two postdoctoral fellowship programmes and two invitation fellowship programmes

for Egyptian researchers. https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-fpo/index.html

Postdoctoral Fellowships for Foreign Researchers

- Postdoctoral Fellowships for Foreign Researchers (Standard)
This programme was established to assist promising and highly-qualified young foreign researchers wish-
ing to conduct research in Japan.

- Postdoctoral Fellowships for Foreign Researchers (Pathway to University Positions in Japan)
The fellowship’s purpose is to provide opportunities for young and excellent postdoctoral researchers
from other countries to conduct, under the guidance of their hosts, cooperative research with leading re-
search groups in Japanese universities and other institutions. This programme is offered as a phase for
preparing overseas researchers to become full-time researchers at Japanese universities and other research
institutions.

These two programmes are intended for young overseas researchers who hold a doctorate when the Fellow-

ship goes into effect which must have been received within 6 years, or those who are expected to receive a

doctorate before the Fellowship goes into effect. The duration of these fellowships is 12 to 24 months.

Invitation Fellowship Programmes for Research in Japan (short-term and long-term programmes)

These programmes — short-term and long-term programmes— are designed to enable Japanese researchers

to invite their foreign colleagues to Japan to participate in cooperative work and other academic activities.

- Long-term: this programme is intended for inviting overseas researchers to collaborate with Japanese
colleagues in carrying out research through long-term visits (2-10 months).

- Short-term: this programme is intended for inviting overseas researchers for short-term visits (14-60
days) to Japan and providing them opportunities for discussions, exchanges of opinion, lectures and oth-

er activities.
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2) Data
Number of Fellows Having the Egyptian Nationality (from 2004 to 2014)
Fellows Having the Egyptian Nationality
Postdoctoral Postdoctoral Invitation Invitation Fel-
Adopted Fellowships Fellowships | Fellowships(S lowships
Fiscal Year (Standard) (Pathway) hort-term) (Long-term) Total
H16 (2004) 15 - - - 15
H17 (2005) 20 - - - 20
H18 (2006) 15 - 1 3 19
H19 (2007) 15 - 1 6 22
H20 (2008) 9 - 2 2 13
H21 (2009) 9 - 2 4 15
H22 (2010) 9 - 2 3 14
H23 (2011) 4 - 1 2 7
H24 (2012) 6 - 1 4 11
H25 (2013) 8 1 1 0 10
H26 (2014) 6 1 1 2 10

*Includes the fellows who withdrew from the fellowships.

1)  OQutline

2. BRIDGE Fellowship Programme

This programme is provided for members of officially-established JSPS alumni associations who have car-

ried out research activities in Japan under the Postdoctoral Fellowships for Foreign Researchers or other

JSPS programs. It provides them an opportunity to create, sustain and/or strengthen research collaborations

with Japanese researchers. This programme aims to strengthen the network between researchers in Japan

and other countries.

The JSPS Alumni Association in Egypt has selected the Egyptian nominees in coordination with the

JSPS Cairo Research Station since it was established in 2008.

http://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-plaza/bridge/index.html

2) Data (Number of Egyptian BRIDGE Fellows)

'I:(igslt i;jear H21(2009) H22(2010) H23(2011) H24(2012) H25(2013) H26(2014) H27(2015)
Egyptian

BRIDGE 1 2 0 2 2 2
Fellows
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3. RONPAKU (Dissertation PhD) Programme

1) Outline

The aim of the RONPAKU (Dissertation PhD) Programme is to provide tutorial and financial support for
researchers in Asia, Africa and other areas who wish to obtain their PhDs from Japanese universities through
the submission of a dissertation without enrolling in a doctoral course. This programme is implemented in
cooperation with JSPS's overseas nominating organization, the Ministry of Higher Education in Egypt.

This program as of 2015 is offered to researchers in the following countries.

ASIA (including Middle East countries): Afghanistan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Isra-

el, Jordan, South Korea, Kuwait, Laos, Lebanon, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Oman, Pakistan, the Philippines, Qatar, Saudi
Avrabia, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Syria, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Turkey, UAE, Vietham and Yemen

AFRICA: Algeria, Angora, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Re-
public of the Congo, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Cote d’lvoire, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia,
Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique,
Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, South Sudan, Sudan, Swa-
ziland, Tanzania, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe

EUROPE (specified countries): Azerbaijan, Armenia, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz, Georgia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan

JSPS also treats Taiwan and Palestine in this manner.

http://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-ronpaku/index.html

2) Data
(A) Number of Egyptian RONPAKU Fellows since FY2010

Adopted Fiscal Year Applications Newly-Selected | Fellows Contrib- Total
Fellows uted from the
Previous Year
H22 (2010) 5 1 - 1
H23 (2011) 7 2 1 3
H24 (2012) 2 0 2 2
H25 (2013) 0 0 1 1
H26 (2014) 2 0 1 1
H27 (2015) 4 2 1 3

(B) Number of PhD Awardees under the RONPAKU Programme (FY2010-Fy2015): 0

4. Bilateral Collaborations (Joint Research Projects and Seminars)

1) Outline
JSPS promotes international scientific exchanges between Japan and counterpart countries in accordance

with agreements or memoranda with academies, research councils and other science-promoting organiza-
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tions in those countries. Programmes with such counterpart agencies mainly take the form of joint research
projects and joint seminars.

JSPS has two types of joint research projects/seminars between Japan and counterpart countries:
(1) Joint research projects/seminars with counterpart organizations (A "Bilateral Joint Projects/Seminars
with JSPS's Counterpart Institutions™)
(2) Joint research projects/seminars with researchers around the world who reside in a country that has dip-
lomatic relations with Japan (B "Open Partnership Joint Research Projects/Seminars'™)

JSPS's counterpart institution in Egypt is the Ministry of Scientific Research, and its affiliated
agency the Science and Technology Development Fund implements these programmes.

The natural sciences are included under the joint research project, and the fields of the humanities,
social sciences and natural sciences are included under the joint seminar project.

http://www.jsps.go.jp/j-bilat/bilat.html

2) Data
Joint Research Projects between Japan and Egypt

- Collaborative research of gamma-ray bursts by coordinated astronomical observation between Egypt and Japan
Date: April 1, 2010-March 31, 2012
Japanese Leader: Prof. Michitoshi Yoshida (Hiroshima Astrophysical Science Center, Hiroshima University)
Egyptian Leader: Researcher Gamal B. Ali (National Research Institute of Astronomy and Geophysics)
- Super application of agricultural waste to green nanocomposite materials
Date: April 1, 2010-March 31, 2012
Japanese Leader: Assoc. Prof. Satoko Okubayashi (Graduate School of Science and Technology, Kyoto Institute of Technol-
ogy)
Egyptian Leader: Assoc. Prof. Waleed El-Zawawy (National Research Center)
- Plastidic expression of X- or N-containing xenobiotic aromatic compounds degradative dioxygenase for the bioremediation and
production of pharmaceuticals compounds
Date: April 1, 2011-March 31, 2013
Japanese Leader: Assoc. Prof. Hideaki Nojiri (Biotechnology Research Center, The University of Tokyo)
Egyptian Leader: Lecturer Hamdy Abdel-Azeim Hassan Aly (Minufiya University)
- Epidemiological and virological studies of highly pathogenic avian influenza viruses H5N1 circulating in Egypt
Date: April 1, 2011-March 31, 2013
Japanese Leader: Prof. Kazuyoshi lkuta (Research Institute for Microbial Diseases, Osaka University)
Egyptian Leader: Assis. Prof. Madiha Salah Ibrahim (Alexandria University, Damanhour Branch)
- First-principles electronic structure calculation of piezoresistive effect of nanoscale material and its application to nanosensor
Date: April 1, 2012-March 31, 2014
Japanese Leader: Prof. Osamu Tabata (Kyoto University, Graduate School of Engineering)
Egyptian Leader: Prof. Ahmed Abd EI-Moneim (Egypt-Japan University of Science and Technology « Materials Science and

Engineering Department)
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- Design and fabrication of new low cost biomaterials for medical and healthcare applications
Date: April 1, 2012-March 31, 2014
Japanese Leader: Assoc.Prof. Sengo Kobayashi (National University Corporation Ehime University, Faculty of Science and
Engineering)
Egyptian Leader: Assoc.Prof. Khaled M. Ibrahim (Central Metallurgical R&D Institute(CMRDI))
- Development of genotype 4 hepatitis C virus replication system and functional analysis of NS4b protein
Date: September 1, 2013-August 31, 2015
Japanese Leader: Takaji Wakita (Department of Virology I, National Institute of Infectious Diseases)
Egyptian Leader: Assis. Professor Ashraf Abdou Saleh Tabll(National Research Center, Microbial Biotechnologydepartment,
Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology Research Division)
- Collaborative research of gamma-ray bursts by coordinated astronomical observation between Egypt and Japan 11
Date: October 1, 2013-September 30, 2015
Japanese Leader: Prof. Michitoshi Yoshida (Hiroshima Astrophysical Science Center, Hiroshima University)
Egyptian Leader: Researcher Gamal B. Ali (National Research Institute of Astronomy and Geophysics)
- Innovative biofuel and green chemical production by novel Egyptian aquatic bacterial isolates from designed and modified bio-
mass
Date: April 1, 2014-March 21, 2016
Japanese Leader: Prof. Kenji Sonomoto (Kyushu University, Faculty of Agriculture)
Egyptian Leader: Assis. Professor Amira Mohsen El-Sayed Hamdan (Alexandria University, Faculty of Science)
- Integrated research for carbon dioxide capture and storage (CCS) by mineralization of Serpentinite
Date: May 1, 2015-March 21, 2017
Japanese Leader: Assoc. Professor Takeshi Tsuji (Kyushu University, International Institute for Carbon-Neutral Energy Re-
search)
Egyptian Leader: Assoc. Professor Mohamed Mahmoud Ahmed Ali Abu El Rus (Assiut University, Faculty of Science)

Joint Seminars between Japan and Egypt

- A new era of genetic diseases
Date: October 3-4, 2010
Japanese Leader: Prof. Naomichi Matsumoto (Graduate School of Medicine, Yokohama City University)
Egyptian Leader: Assoc. Prof. Ghada M.H. Abdel-Salam (Clinical Genetics Department, NRC)
- Creation of high-tech materials and fibers based on nano- and green-technologies
Date: December 5-8, 2010
Japanese Leader: Prof. Yoshiharu Kimura (Graduate School of Science and Technology, Kyoto Institute of Technology)
Egyptian Leader: Assoc. Prof. Ahmed Sabbah EI-Din El-Salmawy (Faculty of Applied Arts, Helwan University)
- ECTP-RESCEU seminar on Astrophysics and Cosmology
Date: December 7-14, 2011
Japanese Leader: Prof. Jun'ichi Yokoyama (Graduate School of Science, The University of Tokyo)
Egyptian Leader: Director Abdel Nasser Tawfik (Egyptian Center for Theoretical Physics, Modern University for Technol-
ogy and Information)
- JE-hydronet: Modern methodologies for the management, monitoring and planning of integrated water resources in Nile Delta
Date: March 18-24, 2012

Japanese Leader: Prof. Tetsuya Sumi (Disaster Prevention Research Institute, Kyoto University)



23

Egyptian Leader: Prof. Ibrahim Abdelmagid El Shinnawy (Coastal Research Institute, National Water Research Center)

- First Egypt-Japan workshop on practical education for Mechatronics and Robotics
Date: March 22-26, 2014
Japanese Leader: Prof. Hiroshi Yamakawa (Facluty of Science and Engineering, Waseda University)
Egyptian Leader: Provost Ahmed Aboismail (Egypt-Japan University of Science and Technology, the Mechatronics and Ro-

botics department)

Number of Joint Research Projects between Japan and Egypt

Newly Selected Research Projects
Adopted Fiscal Research Projects
pYea Max. Num- Applica- Selected Re- | Contributed from Total

ber to Be tions | search Projects | the Previous Year

Selected
H23 (2011) 2 28 2 2 4
H24 (2012) 2 25 2 2 4
H25 (2013) 2 23 2 2 4
H26 (2014) 2 5 1 2 3
H27 (2015) 2 19 1 3 4

Number of Joint Seminars between Japan and Egypt under this program

Newly Selected Seminars Seminars Con-
Adopted Fiscal .
L tributed from the Total
Year Max. Number | Applications Selected .
. Previous Year
to Be Selected Seminars
H23 (2011) 2 5 2 - 2
H24 (2012) 2 1 0 - 0
H25 (2013) 2 3 1 - 1
H26 (2014) 2 0 0 - 0
H27 (2015) 2 1 0 - 0

5. Core-to-Core Programme (Asia-Africa Science Platform Programme)

1) Outline

This program was designed to contribute to the solutions to problems in Asia and Africa and to support in-
ternational research cooperation with research institutes in these areas by means of joint research and joint
seminars.

It started in 2005, and its calls for applications ended in 2011. Since 2012, the newly-revised Core-to-Core

Programme was implemented. http://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-aaplat/index.html
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2) Data
Research Themes Related to Egypt under This Programme
Ad_opte Core Institutes, Core Institutes (Partner)
d Fiscal Research Themes Coordinators (Japan)
Year P Countries Core Institutes
2005 Research cooperation and Graduate School of Med- | China Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences &
promotion of young investiga- | ical & Pharmaceutical Peking Union Medical College
tors in international network Sciences, Kumamoto
against infectious diseases University, Thailand | Khon Kaen University
(Apr. 2005 - Mar. 2008) Nobuo Sakaguchi, Pro- .
fessor Egypt Suez Canal University
2007 Establishment of collaboration | Kyoto Institute of Tech- | China Donghua University
research for 'neo-fiber tech- nology, —
nology' in Asia and Africa Yoshiharu Kimura, Pro- | Korea Yeungnam University
(Apr. 2007 - Mar. 2010) fessor Vietnam Hanoi University of Technology
Egypt Helwan University
2010 Establishment of integrative University of Tsukuba, Tunisia University of Sfax
research base by Humanities | The Alliance for Re-
and Sciences on valorization | search on North Africa, Morocco | Cadi Ayyad University
of useful plants for regional Kenichi Kashiwagi,
development in North Africa | Assistant Professor Egypt Cairo University
(Apr. 2010 - Mar. 2012)
Algeria University of Science and Technology
Houari Boumediene
2011 Networking for earth resource | Kyusyu University, Algeria University of Science and Technology
engineering in Asia and Africa | Koichiro Watanabe, Pro- Houari Boumediene
and fosterage of earth resource | fessor - -
young researcher Egypt Nuclear Materials Authority
(Apr. 2011- Mar. 2014)
Indonesia | Padjadjaran University
Thailand | Chulalongkorn University
Malaysia | University of Sains Malaysia

6. Newly-Revised Core-to-Core Programme (B. Asia-Africa Science Platforms)

1) Outline
This newly-revised Core-to-Core Programme comprises two components: (A) Advanced Research Networks
and (B) Asia-Africa Science Platforms. Asia-Africa Science Platforms are designed to contribute to the so-
lutions to problems in Asia and Africa and to support international research cooperation between Japan and
research institutes in these areas by means of joint research and joint seminars.

After JSPS’s support, the adopted core institutes are required also to be research and education hubs

in their fields.

2) Data
Research Themes Related to Egypt under This Programme
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Adopted Core Institutes Core Institutes (Partner)
Fiscal Vi Research Themes Coordinators (J ‘
Iscal Year oordinators (Japan) Countries Core Institutes
2012 Establishment of interna- Hokkaido University, Egypt Zagazig University
tional Toxicology consorti- | Mayumi Ishizuka, Profes- — —
um with 8 African countries | sor Ethiopia Univeristy of Gondar
Apr. 2012 - Mar. 2015 L
(Ap ) Cameroon University of Yaounde I
Ghana Kwame Nkrumah University of Science
and Technology
Zambia University of Zambia
South Africa | University of Johannesburg
Sudan University of Gezira
Nigeria University of llorin
2012 Formation of preliminary Kyushu University, Aki- | Indonesia National Institute of Aeronautics and
center for capacity building | masa Yoshikawa, Space Indonesia
for space weather research | Lecturer
(Apr. 2012 - Mar. 2015) Phillipines Ateneo de Manila University, Manila
Observatory
Malaysia Ministry of Science, Technology and
Innovation
Nigeria National Space Research and Develop-
ment Agency
Egypt Helwan University
2013 Integrated water resource Tokyo Institute of Tech- | Egypt Coastal Research Institute
and environmental man- nology Graduate School - — - —
agement for Asian and Af- | of Science and Engineer- | Vietnam Ho Chi Minh City University of Tech-
rican Mega-delta under ing, Oliver Saavedra Va- nology
climate change effects leriano, Associate Profes-
(Apr. 2013 - Mar. 2016) sor
2014 New consortium creation Kyushu University Indonesia Gadjah Mada University
and cultivation of young Faculty of Engineering, - —
scientist on earth resources | Koichiro Watanabe, Pro- | Thailand Chulalongkorn University
in Asia and Africa region fessor e L e
(Apr.2014 - Mar 2017) Phillipines University of the Philippines
Mongol Mongolian University of Science and
Technology
Algeria University of Sciences and Technology
Houari Boumediene
Egypt Nuclear Materials Authority
2014 Study on education finance | Kobe University Myammar Yangon Institute of Education
and administration in Asia | Graduate School of Inter- - - —
and Africa/ a sustainable national Cooperation Thailand Chiang Mai University
program to nurture young | Studies, Keiichi Ogawa, Laos National University of Laos
researchers Professor
(Apr.2014 - Mar.2017) Egypt Cairo University
Yemen Education Research Development Center
Uganda Makerere University
Malawi University of Malawi
Korea Seoul National University
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China Fudan University
2015 Establishment of chemical | Hokkaido University, Ghana Kwame Nkrumah University of Science
hazard commission for Af- | Graduate School of Veter- and Technology
rica inary Medicine, Mayumi . — ]
(Apr.2015 - Mar.2018) Ishizuka, Professor Nigeria University of Benin
Ethiopia Univeristy of Gondar
Cameroon University of Yaounde |

South Africa | North West University

Egypt Zagazig University
Zambia University of Zambia
Sudan University of Gezira

7. HOPE Meetings

1) Outline
This programme gives opportunities to excellent graduate students in the Asia-Pacific and Africa regions to
engage in interdisciplinary discussions with Nobel Laureates and other distinguished scientists pioneering
new knowledge.

It is hoped that the experience which students gain at the meeting will inspire and motivate them to
become excellent scientists able to shoulder the future of science and technology in the region. The partici-
pants in the 8th HOPE Meeting in 2016 will comprise PhD students and young researchers from the follow-

ing countries:

Australia, Bangladesh, China, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Israel, Japan, Kenya, Korea, Malaysia, Mongolia, New Zealand, Philippines, Singapore,

South Africa, Taiwan, Thailand, Turkey, Vietham

This program started in 2007, and Egypt has sent participants to the meetings since the 4th meeting held in
2012. JSPS’s cooperating institution in Egypt, the Ministry of Higher Education, selects the Egyptian nomi-

nees for each meeting. https://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-hope/index.html
2) Data
Egyptian Participants of the HOPE Meetings
# . . Total Number of | Number of Egyptian
(Fiscal Year) Themes/ Subject Fields Participants Participants

4 (2011) “Chemistry for Creating the Future”/ - 100 4

5 (2012) - | Life Sciences and related fields 98 5

6 (2013) - /Physics, Chemistry, Physiology/Medicine and Related Fields 106 6

7 (2014) - | Physics, Chemistry, Physiology/Medicine and Related Fields 97 6

8 (2015) -/- - -
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HESIENA X P B I OHRY

1. A4 vaktr 7 —TOEII IO X (28 ~— TV HEZMH)

2015 EHUED A v — T, 54 - HEE - =27 MEEDO BARAN Z X GIEEES - 3R
HERIFES & WD 2R OMHS A, AIC 1 RIRRERE L TWET,

ZOHA mk s Z—FEOEGOFEFESIT, B2 LR Y TIE, 1987 FOREMKE L Z —
FORRIZ RS EWHIAHTIHE 72X 9 TY, 2Ok, T4 0ilGin EOLMER T, B
LRV E L, BN A v HRASOSERZEY TUTOILTWE LR, BUEDOGITICHE
B> CURITFEBITANTRESND L9122V £ LT,

ZORIRN S IBEFEEDA T1~2 7 HIZ 1 BIOR—ATHEE S TETWE LA, 2010 D
KAk o2 —RORIC, BIRPRERHIEICEE T2 vy 7 1Rk L2 BRI S0N H H 721
MBERYE LR,

F7o. 2011 5 2014 - E TOERNEBRE L F—RDOZAIZIE, FhlA XU F e LTHEERS
arP— R EGEINE L, SHIT, BHEANY MIEALTWRIX, 2006 FORHERE
VE—ROEEFIATONRGES T, AR — RRETHLT A=/ Ty v RPEHEL
2 ELENTIERLRNTL L I,

AELL, B4 v X =TT EE b E LicA Xy hO—EEVERR L, BRIRMNER
IZHEE L TR £, BERRONLT, RHOEE LR TWDIELH Y T34, 1987 05
2015 12 A CICBE SN b DEE L O TWVET,

Lecture announcement, from the time of Director Otsuka b e .
A lecture of Prof.Magauri (2001)
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HRTBROEARN R TA RT v 7 L LTHIR - A 27— LWRE TSI TV D,

FIE TS - FFAEICLLSBEHENTE TV, RIRAET T A 0 TRERETZODOEL -
MEEE T A N OFRERE - 8T 200 L LT, MRFIE (A4 7 - 72U 0 RERFEBHE
TEREE) MO DBE T i,

SRR (ROR R Bl i R) | BT CRORUR RSB i) | MR Fngi, sl (R
FRFRF PR LR . A8y (FIRFIINIER - AbifE KPR P L) o 4403, FiE
—Rf—RFER Uit A - BE L <bx T ELE~y 721 Elk LT,

B R EFRPE U GE AT A 8 PR S 7E 2 o 2 —HP N 7 2 7 W FEfE i) Gateway T & [ &
Al AE,

(http://ricas.ioc.u-tokyo.ac.jp/asj/html/guide/cairo/c_s.html)

Japan’s Civilizational Strategy Bookshop Guide in Cairo 2004
and the Middle East
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1) )39y e 1A AL Aa ) ;g gla ol 2aal Lo

TUV—= e TTAR s ZVFNT—0 4 — [AR~DNR] (1A =2: A Y >~ 1999)
Kt o 7 —RAEERF, 1999425 A 29 ABED T U —7 « 7 v N — X /EDOFRFHEZ TORRK
MESNT LR AUy MR DEBERRESOH I L VRS E Lz, J0—7 T v
NN EEPNLTNET,

2) TAT T T7—=13AF HEE [Tkhzo{0nrzxd] LI BRB—FRIBTLHI7T=I=
X&) (AZEIE. 2009)

T X =N TITONT RS OMRE DORCR, AFEOFIEIL, 2003 4725 2005 25T Tl
B FREDTZDIZHA BIZHEL TWEEFELEZFLET D [V F—f%Es) TR
IV T\ SRR I 2 56 T D,

2004 FEFKLARE, BILfi - (A « 7 AU B U RFERFERE LIRE) . BiEaE (WA v - T A
UJ o RFEME « ¥ e XTI R) . TR L (TIERFR PR LIRE) | =R
PIARTFREAC X 0 BIRR S 7z, 2009 AEIZ A EE X 0 HAR,

Travel to Japan, Cairo Remaking Women: Feminism and

IFHA~DhR] Modernity in the Middle East
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Lectures, Other Events and Publications

1.  Lectures and Other Events ( see plates on page 25 )

Now in 2015, the JSPS Cairo Research Station holds two types of lectures for Japanese students, researchers
and others at the office — Monthly Open Lectures (Konwakai) and Open Lectures on the Contemporary
Middle East (Gendai Chuto Kenkyukai).

Some documents show that in 1987, director Kazuo Otsuka held open lectures named Kenkyukai
for Japanese researchers and students. This seems to have been the beginning of the monthly open lectures
of the JSPS Cairo Research Station. This monthly open lecture was initially called Kenkyukai, and then its
name was changed to “Cairo Danwakai” or others, and then to the current name Konwakai. The lectures had
been originally held at the meeting room of the Cairo Japanese Club, but it has been held at the meeting
room of the JSPS Cairo Research Station since the office’s relocation to the current address in 1998.

In 2010, director Yuji Oishi started open lectures on the Contemporary Middle East (Gendai Chuto
Kenkyukai).

In 2011-2014, director So Hasegawa held some events like photo exhibitions or music concerts in
addition to the open lectures. The oud performance by the renowned Iraqi musician Naseer Shamma should
not be forgotten; it took place at the monthly open lecture held by director Tadao Sakai in 2006.

At the end of book the attached file (in Japanese) is a list of lectures and other events at the JSPS
Cairo Research Station. It contains events from 1987 to December, 2015, but there is some missing event
information in several years because of the lack of the documents.
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2. Publications ( see plates in page 26-27 )

1) Japan’s Civilizational Strategy and the Middle East (Cairo Research Station Lecture Report Series, 1,
1998)

While serving as director of the JSPS Cairo Research Station in 1998-1999, Eiji Nagasawa hosted
a lecture titled “Japan’s Civilizational Strategy and the Middle East” by Prof. Yuzo Itagaki on 3rd
December, 1998, in the JSPS Cairo Research Station. This is the report of that lecture.

2)  Bookshop Guide in Cairo 2004 (2004)

While serving as director in 2004-2005, Fumiko Hirai promoted a project for making a guidebook
for bookshops in Cairo by Japanese students from 2003-2004.

Kazuaki Takemura (AUC, Master’s Course) proposed this bookshop guide project to other
Japanese students studying in Cairo and director Hirai. It was suggested that the students studying in Cairo
revise and enlarge the information in a well-known article titled “Bookshop and Library Guide for Searching
Books in Cairo” written by Kumiko lzumisawa. Takahiro Harayama (the University of Tokyo, Doctoral
Course), Retsu Hashizume (the University of Tokyo, Doctoral Course), Satoshi Katsunuma (the University
of Tokyo, Doctoral Course), Manabu Kameya (Hokkaido University, Doctoral Course) carried out this plan
with Takemura.

They visited bookshops door-to-door and sought information from them, then they summarized
the information and edited the maps of the bookstores in 2003. Then the JSPS Cairo Research Station
published it in 2004. Many Japanese students and researchers have used this book as a basic reference for
finding books in Cairo since then.

We could see the web version of this guide at the following URL of the Research & Information
Center for Asian Studies. http://ricas.ioc.u-tokyo.ac.jp/asj/html/guide/cairo/c_s.html

- Publication as a result of the lecture and the workshop held in the JSPS Cairo Research Station
1) Y999 (Cu e 1B alEl AL Ada ) s gl ) daal e
(Ali Ahmed el Gergawi, Travel to Japan, Cairo: Merit, 1999.)

While serving as director in 1999-2000, Tetsuya Ohtoshi hosted a lecture by Prof. Rauf Abbas on
29th May, 1999 in the JSPS Cairo Research Station. It caused the publication of this book by Merit
Publishing House with cooperation of Japan Foundation. Prof. Rauf Abbas wrote the preface for this book.
2) Japanese Translation of “Remaking Women: Feminism and Modernity in the Middle East” edited by Lila
Abu-Lughod (Akashi Shoten, 2009)

Students studying Cairo had read the book Remaking Women: Feminism and Modernity in the
Middle East at the Cairo Gender Studies Workshop at the JSPS Cairo Research Station in 2003-2005. The
translation project was started in 2004 by Junko Toriyama (AUC, Master’s Course), Emi Goto (AUC
institute for Gender and Women’s Studies), Mio Chiyozaki (Chiba University, Doctoral Course), Asako
Miyahara and Kazuaki Takemura. It was published in 20009.
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JSPS Alumni Association in Egypt (JSPSAAE)

Up until now, more than 140 researchers have received JSPS funding in the form of JSPS fellowships. The
JSPS Alumni Association in Egypt was established in 2008 and currently has around 50 members. Every
year the Alumni Association holds a science symposium or an event explaining about the JSPS. We have a
general assembly for all members once a year, and core meetings four times a year at the Cairo center,
where we discuss research and organizational issues. We publish an annual newsletter, called “Horus”. We
hope this organization will continue to grow, both in our membership and in the scope of our activities.

Message from the Association New President
Professor Dr. Ibrahim Tantawy
President of JSPS Alumni Association in Egypt(JSPSAAE)
(Organic & Medicinal Chemistry, Menoufiya University,Faculty of Science, Chemistry Department)

Every year, Egyptian scientists work in Japan under the JSPS Fellowship program. These research fellows
play a crucial role in strengthening relations between Egypt and Japan. With the support and guidance of the
JSPS center in Cairo, the JSPS Alumni Association in Egypt was created to maintain contact between
Egyptian JSPS researchers and their host scientists in Japan. This alumni association is open to all current
and former JSPS fellows. We heartily encourage Egyptian scientists with JSPS fellowships to join us.

Our goals are to encourage cross-cultural scientific research, interactions, and collaborations
between Egypt and Japan, and between JSPS fellows and host professors, and to make life in Japan easier
for visiting Egyptian JSPS fellows. If you are a current or former JSPS fellow, please join us, so that
together we can be a catalyst for continued fruitful scientific and cultural ties between our two countries.

The JSPS Alumni Association aims to provide expert guidance to foreign-born researcher fellows,
support Japanese researchers working in Egypt, coordinate joint research work with scientific and academic
institutions, and collect and share information about science, technology, society, and culture.

Association's Aims

To provide personal and expert guidance to young researchers under JSPS Postdoctoral Fellowship for
Foreign Researchers and to support Japanese researchers working in Egypt.

To exchange information amongst the Association's members.

To conduct joint activities with academic institutions and science promotion agencies.

To collect and disseminate information regarding science, technology, society and culture.

To conduct other appropriate activities.
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The Memory of Professor Sato at Cairo, The Mother of Cities

Takenori Yoshimura (Organization for Islamic Area Studies, Waseda University, Tokyo)

The late Prof. Tsugitaka Sato served as the first Director for the JSPS Cairo Research Station from August 1984 to
December for close to six months. Until then, the JSPS Center, which was located in Tehran, Iran, was forced to
relocate to Cairo via Ankara, Turkey due to the Iranian Revolution in 1979.

Prof. Sato passed away from cancer at the age of 68, on April 11, 2011; his unfortunate early departure
from this life was greatly lamented. He continued his editing work on his last piece, Sugar in the Social Life of
Medieval Islam (Leiden: Brill, 2014), during his battle with his illness and continued with his studies on
Arab/Islamic history. Prof. Sato transferred to the Faculty of Letters, Arts and Sciences, Waseda University, from the
Graduate School of Humanities and Sociology, the University of Tokyo, where he had worked until his transfer in
2003. | was a doctoral student instructed by Prof. Sato since that time until his passing. In this essay, | would like to
share my memories of Prof. Sato and Cairo, including stories from Ms. Setsuko Sato.

Unfortunately, she does not know as to actual activities Prof. Sato was conducting as Director for the
JSPS Center in Cairo, as their children were too young to accompany Prof. Sato. However, she clearly remembers
that he had started preliminary arrangements for hard work to establish the Center from scratch while staying at a
hotel; and that he departed with quite excitement about establishing the JSPS Center in Cairo, which was the center
of Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies.

The first time Prof. Sato visited the Middle East, he went to Bagdad, Iraq, where he studied as a foreign
researcher. Since then, he made multiple visits for research and historical survey, and it can be said that Cairo
especially was the city that he visited the most. It was 1993 during his long-term overseas studies when he stayed in
Cairo along with his wife Ms. Setsuko and family, that he summarized his memories on his 2-month stay in Cairo in
his essay, “Historical Journal of Seven Cities: Seeking new archives regarding Igta’ system” in History and
Geography: World History Studies (Issue 162, 163, 1994). At this time, Prof. Sato visited Seattle, Berkeley,
Princeton, Cambridge, MA, Istanbul, Damascus, and finally Cairo to conduct his historical survey in order to prepare
for authoring his English series on Igta’ system, State and Rural Society in Medieval Islam: Sultans, Mugta‘s and
Fallahun (Leiden: Brill, 1997). Prof. Sato describes in his essay about his touch of nervousness how his family
reacted to their first experience visiting the Middle Eastern cities, nonetheless mentioned his thoughts, “In the end, |
was impressed how they most became interested in the calm and composed character of Egyptians.” After that, the
last Middle Eastern city he visited with his wife was Beirut, Lebanon, in January 2011.

During my study in Cairo between 2004 and 2006, Prof. Sato visited Cairo twice. Prof. Sato was then
using the Cairo Office of the Research Institute for Islamic Archaeology and Culture in Zamalek, Cairo, as his
regular place to stay, where Dr. Mutsuo Kawatoko served as the Director. | suppose there were convenient aspects in
staying there, but | remember Prof. Sato happily commented over a glass of wine, “I can’t stop coming here because
of the excellent chef,” when | had his company at dinner several times (In reality, the reason was probably because it

had wonderful research environment such as the availability of historical references and sources).
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Incidentally, Prof. Sato never smoked when he was in Japan, but had a taste for pipes when overseas. He
enjoyed smoking water pipes (Shisha/Argile) especially in the Middle Eastern countries, and sharing the laid-back
atmosphere of Middle East with Arabic people. The photos were taken in Egypt; the first was taken at al-Tur in Sinai
where is located near by the archaeological site of the Research Institute for Islamic Archaeology and Culture. And
the other was taken at the well-known Café Fishshawi of Khan al-Khalil, in Islamic Cairo, when he visited there in

2006 for historical survey to write Sugar in the Social Life of Medieval Islam (Japanese version, Tokyo, 2008).
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During my tenure, the center was not yet fully functioning. The Japanese Society for the
Promotion of Science had established a regional center in Tehran. But due to the Iranian
revolution and the Iran-Iraq war, it was tentatively closed for probable relocation. | remember the
choice was between Cairo and Ankara. | wasn’t appointed to open a new center in Egypt, but just
to research the travel, daily allowances, and other expenses. | stayed in a rented room in a
residential building in Dokki. Everything was budget related. | heard they had sent one person to
stay in Ankara and one to Cairo for six months, so they could decide where to open the actual
center the following fiscal year based on the expenses. My predecessor, Tsugitaka Sato, also lived
in an apartment in Egypt for half a year. He returned to Japan in March and | was appointed in
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August, so there wasn’t a hand-over process in Egypt. Hoping that an actual Cairo center would open the
following year, | returned to Japan in January. So neither was there an opportunity to officially hand-over
my duties in Egypt to my successor Mr. Otsuka, who was the founder of the Zamalek center.

Suzuki Noboru and Takano Akihiro (both now deceased) lived in Cairo for a long time,
managing Japanese research affairs in the Middle East and the Arab World.Around that time, the Waseda
University excavation team in Luxor and the Middle Eastern Culture Center in Japan (MECCJ)
excavation team in Fustat were both active. Also, Egyptian exchange students and researchers returning
from Japan started assisting instructors in the Japanese department at Cairo University. In addition to
Japanese researchers stationed in Egypt for one-year stints, a number of Japanese exchange student
linguists were also in Egypt from the Osaka University of Foreign Studies and other universities. There
were also experts like Manabu Shimizu from the Institute of Developing Economies and Takeshi Yukawa,
a researcher at the Japanese Embassy in Cairo. So, it was a period of increasing Japanese on-site studies in
the Middle East.
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The guest room next to the entrance on the
third floor, which served as the office at that
time.
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The building containing the Cairo center. A

plaque on the facade indicates it was built in

1933~4 by architect G.Galigopoula(Nov.2015) %2015 FHITED 4 BEORE D,
The window side of the dining room on the
third floor
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As the Middle East and North Africa rapidly rose in importance with the signing of the Camp David

Accords in 1978, there were many Japanese people living in Cairo, running businesses and regional
offices for media outlets, teaching in the Japanese Department at Cairo University, and working there as
part of a Waseda University excavation team. This sizeable community came to be known as the “Cairo
Japanese Club”. In those days, our priority was creating ongoing educational and cultural interactions
with the people of the Arab world, grounded in the existing Japanese-Egyptian economic and cultural
relations

In 1985, the Japanese Society for the Promotion of Science’s West Asia regional research
center was relocated from Tanzania to Cairo. In April of that year | moved, with my family, to Cairo to
become a founding member of the JSPS’s newly established Cairo center.

I was tasked with heavy responsibilities. As soon as | assumed my position, | had to start
searching for a property for the center. | found real estate agents through friends and other ways. But no
matter how many properties | looked at across the vast city of Cairo, | couldn’t seem to find a suitable
place. After great effort, | settled on a location, and went with my family to carefully check the layout
and conditions of every room. After about a month’s work, we had created what is now the JSPS center
in the Zamalek district.

It was an old building, but it had a chic Italian design and a firm foundation. There were no

problems with the layout, spaciousness, or access to the rooms. Moreover, there were Japanese media
offices on the first and third floors that would let us have damaged or replaced pieces of indoor furniture,
which brought my search for furniture to an end.
The landlord lived on the top floor. He was a middle-aged Christian man, | believe named Ramzi. He
seemed kind enough. Once during tea, | told him we needed some new chairs and tables urgently because
a lot of people would be coming to the center, and he agreed to lease some to me. But he didn’t come
through. | would go to ask him, and he would say things like the ones he received were used or in bad
condition, so he sent for new ones.

I sought the help of my new connections as director of the JSPS center; teachers from the Cairo
University foreign exchange program, Egyptian acquaintances, Japanese teachers | had met in Arabic
class in Japan, and people connected to the JSPS. We all got together and started preparing for the grand
opening of the center.

I remember that | was so worried when the new furniture hadn't arrived that | shouted at the
landlord. But, to my relief, it came right before the opening ceremony.

At the opening, a number of Egyptians who had studied in Japan got together with a number of
Japanese visitors and had a pleasant chat over tea. 1 remember feeling very happy joining in their
conversation as they were saying they wanted to meet up at the center again thereafter for more
Egyptian-Japanese interactions.

And now, 30 years later, the JSPS Cairo center is still in the same location. | wonder how many
people have gathered there over the years, and what all they talked about amid so many challenges and
changes. I'm older now than Mr. Ramzi was then, and | get nostalgic when these thoughts come to mind.



Susumu Fujita 43

a0 Ll g g8 (A all dakaiall g (3 Al AlSe )y s alS AEWE) pay 78 ale
Al g daala (i JEYI e i) Ciling asa8 & Jiaiall ED sl DA (e 5l
e) ) eac alea Lo (00N Lmaal) 5 seda s 3 palal) nalay Lealal s AUl 5l and i g
) xS Jalall

ol ()Ll 55 S Al aglall yy phail Al dmaad) (i 5 251885 ale
ol AE 5 oY) ol I Ay il el 8 3l L Sl oae il
oo Sl Gl bl Sle e cdal il s o ST Laay 3 oaldll b dpraadl (i
dnsl 1) 3 alAN & ) gl 8 1S Cling celBaal) saclue s Ol jlEal) [l ae Caadll 3y k
"saa Adhiall 028 Cld g Cueid tCuuliall LN e J gandl g0

oY Al A Sl e JLaal) ady s el sy Lo sl o e e i
REI D

o LiSa (IS Aag je g dral s Adalall ) s ( eyl Skl e dae 41 apd lie s
@A) Y LS Jaliid edpsllll oL QS 5 (oS ellia (S il idall b oJ5Y) Galdall
Al i o)

LAl uind WS (pia oaia 585 (5 300 oo OIS Y] il 4 sl dllle phagy oS
aliall 5 aelaall Ualbial g ¢ ulill o a8 dile 23 5L Cogw 3] dumaal) iiSa e daati g
S 38l e o Ly 5l Ul (IS8 o stlaal) Y1y g e alal] o 5 cia]
Lmanll Gty (e Teay Bl ld 5 aially Jibial Lee 4] Aol B Ll &l ) A
Ol 5 (Ompaall o Gajlaall s 3l daals 33T e QUL 8 G plall 5 Cpac Ll
e o Amanll i AU Jis 058 o e adall Laie LGl 8 Ay sl ARl ) a0
O ) Llal ixds Le agle (38l 2o gall 8 SBY) il o) ALY 2o go ol 5Bl a2 5, sis
s dle FLEEY) ag 8 Sl ) dhas ) g lus SH Dy el dllle e i
(el bl ilas La s jalall ol SN (e de sana

ALl ARl a1 s ) slll) o juian (A FLEEY o gy Sae b dad 8 S Ladie Liagl S
O o Osdia Eyaall Cal plal 1 sadlat s (LA ) 515l Cun GLLIL | g 33 G G el (10
5ualal xS AL e lale B )5 e 2ra s Gpaldd) ( Jalall Baexil 3531 s LiiSa (455
ol N el of (I sl sl ¢ sal1 Gy @it Layy (Sl Ludi 3 36 J) Y 3l
S ) Wl 3Ty Ji el e sianty o o5 (sl o5 amanll IS 3 il aaing (52
Il s pee @ slad g




Kazuo Otsuka (Kazuaki Takemura) 44

K& FnF Kazuo Otsuka

1987 4-~1988 4= 3 H

RERMREAEE DA nRkYE 7 —

PrFFER ROR SR B)
Kazuaki Takemura (University of Tokyo)
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Prof.Eickelman’s wife and daughter, and Prof. Otsuka’s family at Orkney Arcaibh

(courtesy of Mrs.Mihoko Otsuka)
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Professor Kazuo Otsuka, who had been the second director of the JSPS Cairo center from April 1987,
passed away on 29 April 2009 due to a stroke at the age of 59. I, Takemura, started at the Graduate
School of Humanities at Tokyo Metropolitan University in 1998, and studied under the tough but warm
guidance of Professor Otsuka, who worked there from 1992 to 2004. | would like to share a few stories |
heard from Mrs. Otsuka about his connection with the JSPS Cairo center.

She said when Prof. Otsuka was appointed director, the center had not yet been equipped with
desks, bookshelves, and so on. And since she had some experience with design, she drew up a floor-plan
for the center and made special orders from furniture stores. The desks were custom-made for the word
processors used by researchers in those days. They had shallow racks in the middle rather than additional
drawers. Prof. Otsuka fit his word processor into his desk and translated “The Middle East: An
Anthropological Approach” by Dale F. Eickelman. His Japanese translation was published in 1988 by
Iwanami Shoten. Prof. Otsuka journeyed from Cairo to meet Eickelman, who was on sabbatical in the
Orkney archipelago off the coast of Scotland. Their long friendship began when Prof. Otsuka was
director of the Cairo center.

When | asked Mrs. Otsuka about the state of the center when her husbhand was director, she
recalled exchange students Akahori, Tonakga, and Tanaka in Egypt at the time. The center doubled as her
residence. These exchange students would visit frequently, discussing their studies and materials with the
professor, playing with her young sons, and enjoying meals together. They were all young post-graduate
students around 25 or 26 years old. Prof. Otsuka was born in October 1949, so he was about 37 or 38
years old. He was already employed at the National Museum of Ethnology, and was becoming one of its
main researchers. All those young students are now leading Japanese researchers on the Middle East and
Islam. I wonder what they talked about with Prof. Otsuka back then.

The last time Prof. Otsuka visited Egypt was in the summer of 2005. | met him in Cairo. At the
time, Tokyo Governor Shintaro Ishihara was trying to force one-sided “reforms” onto the University of
Tokyo, where Otsuka worked. He was very clearly resistant to the idea. | remember that even in Cairo he
looked tired and repeatedly railed against the governor’s so-called “reforms”. It was a big difference from
the previous year, when he came to Egypt with his wife and, in his tough-yet-warm style, commented on
my master’s thesis, saying “I still don’t understand what you want to do...”.

That year, he quit Tokyo Metropolitan University and started working for the Research Institute
for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa at TUFS. He became the director of the institute and used
up all his remaining energy transforming it into an organization worthy of nationwide use. The passing of
Prof. Otsuka gave a deep sense of loss to those he left behind. His wife visited Egypt alone in March
2010. She told his friends there about his death. She brought some of his ashes and sent them off in the
Mediterranean Sea at a point viewable from the Library of Alexandria (Bibliotheca Alexandrina). I was
visiting Egypt for my doctoral research and when | heard the news from Prof. Otoshi. | accompanied
them on a short train ride to Alexandria. It is said that whoever drinks from the Nile shall return to it. And
now, Prof. Otsuka will forever drink from the Nile along the coast of the Mediterranean.
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“l  remembered a Japanese harvest full-moon
arrangement of Egyptian fruits and vegetables in the
Cairo center’s main room.” from Prof. Hanada’s letter

Prof.Hanada’s painting, beside the canal
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I was only the fourth person to run the Cairo center. My predecessors had already sorted out all
the details and bigger issues that went into running the center, or at least what was needed in their
time. So, all I did was merely take over. I only had to follow the “sunnah” of my predecessor, the
late Kazuo Otsuka. My only innovations were changing the arrangement of the desks and
purchasing some Islamic history source materials when | first arrived.

One of my responsibilities was to interact with Egyptian and Muslim communities
firsthand. To that end, | walked all around Egypt, starting with Cairo and the Delta. | went at a
steady pace from town to town, from village to village, taking in the good old world of Egypt. My
excursions always began from Cairo, and included (in chronological order): 1. Alexandria, 2.
Damietta, 3. Hussainia (A town near Port Said), 4. Fayum (on the way south to Beni Sueif), and
5. the Pyramids of Dahshur and Giza (round trip). | wanted to make a final sixth trip to Luxor and
Aswan, but when | discussed it with the late Abdul-Rahman Suzuki Noboru he said: “You’d
better stop now. A lot of foreigners go missing around Sohag.” As a father and a husband, | held
back tears when | heard these words from a man who had lived in Egypt for decades. Years after

returning to Japan, he composed a humorous song to remind me of this episode.
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Pictures of two of Prof. Hanada’s paintings are inside the front and back covers of this booklet. The fleft one is
called “Muhammad *Ali Mosque and the Market”, and the right one is called “Picking Cotton”.
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Wandering through the Delta

Trees with leaves aflame and birds singing
Days passed peacefully in the Qasr
In Zamalek where al-Kamil had lived

My temporary home for the year

Like Masri, the “magician” of time

Though my native blood (culture) was crying
When closed, my eyes flood with memories
The long-gone villagers of the Nile

The many ancestries of the city

What attracted my visit

Rising fast to the south of the town

Mogattam hills crying against the soaring sky

Rising every night, | was praying
The night when Al-Hakim died
The truth was hiding again tonight

The shadow of the moon dwelling in the valley

Preparing for the journey in high spirits
Keeping my eyes peeled at dawn
Offering short leave from the Qasr
Returning north along the Nafr

In the center of endless green fields
Meandering from towns to villages
Wandering from villages to towns

My heart fluttered with the rustling breeze

Going to town, like a mosquito
A crowd formed, asking “Esmak?”
Do not ask, a name or beyond

I am merely a fly from afar

The road unfurling under the sun
I see the flowing canal glittering
Many ladies on the shallow bank

Chatting as they wash the clothes

My eyes follow a ripple across
The undulating shadow of white minarets
The sharp line sits on the edge
The far side also, doing the morning wash

Villagers gathered for the spring harvest
Under a sky of white clouds

A line across the cotton field

Greeting each other as they pick along

The south wind at my back, but a long road
Parched on the outskirts of town
Uncapping my water jug by the roadside
A single leaf at the bottom of my well

A long trek amid the fields under blazing sun
My heart and legs tremble

Sounding from afar, subtle and profound
The melody of Adhan revives me

At the time of Fajur, in the morning glow
I keep moving forward through the light
Falling short of Battuta or Basho

A journey, what life truly is
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My assignment to the JSPS center in Cairo lasted one year, from late March 1989 to late March
1990. As | was preparing to leave for Egypt in January 1989, the long-reigning Emperor of Japan
died. The Imperial Funeral was held at the Shinjuku Gyoen Imperial Garden. | remember having
the chance to pay a visit before it was taken down. It was the end of the Heisei era. That was the
same year as the Tiananmen Square incident, the fall of the Berlin Wall, and many other world
events, but not much in Egypt and Western Asia. The Gulf War took place after | had returned to
Japan. A few years later, an incident in Luxor severely impeded Japanese tourism to Egypt.
Dictatorial rule of Egypt brought about the current changes the country is experiencing, both
positive and negative alike.

Then, as now, the facility served as both a residence and an office, on the third or fourth
floors of flat number 19. The building had an old fashioned elevator. | was taught how to free
myself if | ever got stuck inside. Nowadays, there seems to be a lot of work there. But back then,
there were no set tasks and it felt like you could improvise what to do. My researcher
acquaintances knew about the center and would drop in occasionally. It seemed like my primary
job was to stay in contact with them. I would wake up each morning and try to come up with a
plan for the day. It was like an opportunity to catch up on the next year of my life.

My wife quit her job in Japan and came to join me in Cairo. She would prepare meals for
visitors every day or so. We didn’t have the support of the embassy or Japanese companies there,
so | would buy sugar at the “Gameya”, and get rice from the black market. There were some
difficulties, but | believe she thinks it was an interesting experience. There were a number of
researchers from western Asia. Once, there was an engineering professor and his wife visiting
Egypt for the first time. He wanted to meet with some professors from Tanta University, so | went
with him, to show him the way and to enjoy some leisure as well.

We enjoyed the view of villages in the Nile’s lush green delta area. | attended a religious
festival at the shrine of Ahmed EI-Badawy with some exchange students.

| rented a conference room for the Cairo Japanese Club in the Marriott Hotel to hold special
classes for young researchers living in Cairo. It was something that Kazuo Otsuka had started,
and my predecessor Nariaki Hanada had continued. Each class had about 10 people in attendance.
Their favorite part was afterwards, going to an Asian restaurant at the Balmoral Hotel to
exchange opinions.

During my tenure, we held about seven lectures and subsequent discussions, which included
Nakata Kou (post-graduate student at Cairo University), Takeji Inou (Institute of Developing
Economies), myself and Miki Hatanaka (Institute of Developing Economies), Masato lizuka
(expert investigator at the Japanese Embassy), So Hasegawa (post-graduate at Waseda
University), and Tetsuya Otoshi (post-graduate at The University of Tokyo).

Back then, there were many more post-graduate students studying abroad than now. And
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others hungry for knowledge would attend, including Akahori Masayuki from the University of
Tokyo, Fumihiko Hasebe from Keio University, and others who are now in top positions at their
universities. Connecting all these experts in a single place is ample justification for the existence
of the JSPS Cairo center.

I remember that a young professor at Cairo University, who had just returned from the
University of Tokyo, asked me to help him hold a symposium at Cairo University entitled “Japan
and the Arab World in the 90s”. | even read some short papers for it. Nowadays, such work is a
routine part of the JSPS center’s duties, but it was a big deal back then.

During my time stationed in Cairo, | also had the opportunities to visit and experience Iran,
Turkey, and Morocco. Unfortunately, however, | haven’t had the chance to visit Cairo again in the
25 years since.

* AT O MIFE — & A L With Mr. Keiji Okazaki as a next director
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* YEFO 4 24\ T Inviting Japanese overseas students to the Cairo center
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The year 1990 is engraved in our memories as the turning point of history. On August 2, Irag suddenly invaded
Kuwait, which made a great influence on JSPS (Japan Society for the Promotion of Science). Before that incident,
our business was conducted smoothly. Though it was my first stay in Egypt, | managed to carry out the duties due
to the considerable assistance of Prof. Kamada, the former director. He kindly showed me how to pay the rent and
international telephone fee, where to find necessary information, and how to hold research meetings with students
in Egypt.

The peaceful and comfortable days were broken by the Iragi invasion. Many Kuwaiti swarmed into Cairo,
and a lot of Japanese including governmental staff stationed in the Middle East sought refuge in Cairo. Japanese
scholars and students came to seek information and assistance for JSPS, which led to an extremely busy life. But
business went on as usual. First, we tried to revise the Cairo Guidebook for Bookshops. The useful guide was
perfected owing to the contribution of students studying in Cairo and later published as a booklet.

Second, we conducted research on the activities of institutions and cultural centers, and affiliates of foreign
governments. Besides American and French cultural centers, every European country holds an institution, making
cultural exchanges between Egypt and the respective countries. Italy and the Netherlands possess institutions in
Zamalek, whose imposing buildings were painted white, appear magnificent compared to the Japanese cultural
center attached to the embassy. Personally, | was a regular visitor to the Dutch research center adjacent to JSPS.
Every Thursday, they held a lecture on various kinds of themes, which allured both Egyptians and Europeans. |
enjoyed the lectures, but the small and intimate party after the speech was more enjoyable because of the wine.

Third, we organized a study meeting every month held in a visiting room at The Japan Association at the
Marriot Hotel, which had continued there for some years. The meetings gave opportunities for attendees to
exchange scholarly information as well as real knacks for daily life in Cairo.

Fourth, special efforts were made to strengthen the Japanese and Egyptian cultural and scientific
relationships. Our close contact with faculty members of the Department of Literature at Cairo University was
maintained thanks to Dr. Ghubari, ex-visiting professor at Osaka University of Foreign Studies.

Last but not least, we expanded and improved the collection of books in the JSPA library. Collecting efforts
were focused on books of literal and cultural spheres including al-Aghani, Ibn Qutaiba and al-Jahiz, which are
indispensable for Arabic studies.

Apart from the professional duties, my days were spent loitering in places from bookshops to their
warehouses, from public libraries to private libraries, and on sending the purchased books to Japan. | numbered the
parcels of books up to 150 and dropped them into a special postbox situated only in Zamalek. To my surprise, all
of the 150 parcels were delivered to my Japanese house without incident.

There | experienced various cultural shocks, one of which was the doorbell. During the first week after |
moved into JSPS, | heard chirping or twittering several times in the office. | noticed them but never did | dream
that the chirping would prove to be the ringing of a bell. | thought what a great difference the sounds made
between Egypt and Japan.

To fill the cultural gulfs between Egypt and Japan and enhance mutual understanding are the main duties of

JSPS in Cairo. | believe that | made some contribution to these purposes during the year | was stationed there.
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The Gulf War had happened just before | was appointed to the Cairo center. It didn’t have much
effect on Cairo, but the Japanese government issued warnings against travel to Egypt. So, my
arrival and the handover were delayed. During the war, images of correspondents reporting from
beside the Nile were broadcast daily, which I think contributed to the impression that Egypt
wasn’t safe. I’m afraid even today people think of different parts of the Middle East as being all
the same. At very least, | think we need to reopen the JSPS centers in Tehran and Istanbul, if in
name only.

The staff at the center supported local research teams and foreign exchange students,
interacted with field researchers, kept written records of investigations, and combed the streets of
Cairo, amassing an impressive collection of documentation. Today these materials are of great
historical value.l had a year-long assignment at the JSPS Tehran center before it was closed, so |
had witnessed the difficulties faced by Mr. Minobu Honda, the director of the Tehran center. To
put it simply, there were longstanding issues, like whether the center was intended for conducting
research or for granting favors. The JSPS Cairo center in Zamalek was quickly deteriorating and
problems were arising. But | was able to serve out my term with the assistance and cooperation of
everyone at the center. I’m very grateful to them.

| have one last request. While | was at the center, | was asked to contribute to
“Papyrus”, the newsletter of Japanese Association. | wrote a modest piece about “the state of
affairs in three Middle Eastern countries: Iran, Turkey, and Egypt.” However, | unfortunately
can’t seem to find the article itself or even any draft copies. So, if someone has it, | would greatly
appreciate it if they could provide me with a copy.
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What | remember most is the earthquake that happened in the summer. There was a big
bang and buildings collapsed. | thought it was bomb. In Japan, the first thing to assume
would be an earthquake, but I never thought I would experience an earthquake in Cairo.
When | looked out the window, | saw many people running out to the streets. The
magnitude of the earthquake wasn’t especially great. | think if it had occurred in Japan, it
wouldn’t have caused much damage. But in Cairo, many buildings collapsed because they
weren’t designed to withstand earthquakes or they had substandard expansions attached.
Also, because the earthquake took place around noon on a weekday, many people died in
mass panics, at schools and elsewhere.

At the center back then, both the operations and the residence were in the same
place. There were no assistants or staff, which limited productivity. Nevertheless, many
researchers from Egypt, Japan, and other countries would often visit the center, and I
would provide accommodation and meals.

Some of the Egyptians that visited the center later traveled to Japan as
researchers. | had been to Egypt before as an exchange student, so this was my second
long stay. During my first visit, EQypt was quite socialist and many services were lacking,
so life hadn’t been easy. It seemed that life in Egypt had now become much easier. Many
Egyptians helped me out, and with their kind assistance, my family and | were able to
enjoy our year there.
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In 1981, Egyptian President Sadat was assassinated and replaced by President Mubarak. 10 years
later, in 1990-91, the Gulf War took place. In 1992, Cairo was famously hit by a major
earthquake, and search-and-destroy operations targeting radical Islamists were carried out.
Nevertheless, in light of current uncertainty about the future, there were also some hopeful events.
The Oslo Accords were signed. Nelson Mandela won a Noble Peace Prize. And the Maastricht
Treaty came into effect, giving a green light to the European Union

At that time, the office on the first floor wasn’t yet ready for business, so the director’s
residence on the fourth floor doubled as the center’s business office. | was the only staff member,
so it wasn’t clear whether my title was “Director” or not. On my resume, it’s listed as “Temporary
Employee”. My duties were to give periodic reports to JSPS headquarters, provide proper
guidance to staff members coming from headquarters for inspection, place pamphlets in the
reception area, and engage in conversation with the locals that sometimes came in asking for

information.
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It’s not as if | was regularly hosting open lectures, but every Thursday, Fawzia the maid
would prepare some Egyptian food for a “get-together” and a few drinks in my fourth floor
apartment’s communal area. Young Japanese researchers and students would come and go. At
that time, apart from Japanese students coming on government scholarships, there were also
private scholarships to help young researchers study abroad. Because studying overseas had
gotten cheaper, many students traveled at their own expense. So, my Thursday tradition gradually
became a banquet. My wife and son came to join me in Cairo for the latter half of my term, but
our banquets continued right through to the end of my one-year assignment. Many of the young
researchers that attended these banquets are now the experts overseeing Japanese research on the
Middle East and the Arab world. I, too, was then young and strong, and enjoyed a year that
foretold a bright future for Japanese research on that part of the world, or at least that was my
personal impression.
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When | left Japan, it was still in disorder following the earthquake in Kobe and the sarin gas
attack on the Tokyo subway. Mubarak’s Egypt seemed calm in comparison. At that time, the
conditions for research were not well sorted out. So it took a lot of work on my part to gather all
the information needed to make specific recommendations during research consultations. As the
number of Japanese exchange students coming to Egypt increased, there was still no established
orientation process. | was able to help in that regard by working to put a process in place.

The fact that the office and residence were at the same place presented an
inconvenience. But, it somewhat broke down psychological barriers between the researchers. |
remember them sitting and reading at the center with calm expressions. | received a great deal of
help with center matters from Egyptian acquaintances and Japanese people living in Egypt, which
helped the center run smoothly. By phone and by fax, | stayed in frequent contact with JSPS
headquarters back in Japan.

Every Thursday, we got together over dinner and recently-arrived researchers and

students would discuss and debate different issues. Occasionally, | would invite an expert to give
a special lecture, or show a movie, or something similar, accompanied by their own commentary
on modern literature or pop culture. | remember a lecture and party were being held at the nearby
Dutch research center, and a few people there were discussing the revised books of Middle Ages
historian Al-Tabari. | thought it would be a good idea for our center to host such an event. | was
quite glad when I returned to the center and saw similar events taking place.
At the request of an Egyptian researcher, | contacted a Japanese expert on animal husbandry,
which was well outside my area of expertise, and asked him quite directly for help. Despite my
intrusive request, he responded almost immediately by sending a copy of his research. | gave that
to the Egyptian researcher, who was quite impressed. With all the advanced technological
services we have today, | get nostalgic thinking about the time and effort we spent on such tasks. I
remember visiting the Egyptian Ministry of Industry on one occasion. | later received a visit from
an official there, but he was on a tight schedule, so we weren’t able to have an extended
conversation. As for alumni, there was no clear division between the roles of the embassy and the
center, so | didn’t get the chance to meet with them.



Kikuchi Tadayosi 71

Bl e & Ol Bals g gigs Sl LS 1) g s 2 gLl @ ale sl
Gl @l aSa Jh 6 Lol dilaial culS Cua 5 oalall ) cudiy Sl
UL e 8 135 J lea Le ol p e e o jian 3 Sl J)sal
alai @llia S5 o) gl 1 8 jean () ) se8 pdl) Al s caalall (50 s
Aoalall (50 sea Laagl LAl 138 8 agiaelie ) Cumad aglldiny
sl Gamy dbe e 8 IS candi Jaall Gl 8 AaBY) K6 IS daead)
sel Al sl 1S Al s cpialll G oaadil) Jalad) S (5 AT Aali (e 4
Al Wl agasa g o el dpdil) dall lam SHT (oSl ¢ LY
Ol 5 G peaall (e Cojlaall e ae Lo 388 (Sl daleiall 4 )Y ) 53U
Gl pe Joal il S LS oy 8 adi HsaY) dea Lo geae B Guagiall
OS5 ¢ salill IR e gL A G )

£l b oAl aladall Jsbi L s U sand used S diny (IS 2l (LAl d
Glea s Oty g Bl Glebiaal) Jazy (e (pdll Q3Uall 5 o siald) (IS
B el Miad tdalaiie & b ) sean gy Chad Aalide ddadif Way ollia 4, ylaill
b seia Baly e (5 305 5e Ay 8 pmalae W Al jaiadic jud Bsen
(Sl A ol je laias (el 02815 Alled panail Cyaall Y

b Al s LSal ) slacall (oail gl a1 38 pe (8 Caal ) Aliad) s ST
Al 1 Sy Wie aghy ol Of Cuidd (gl aia Joa 5 palae Jiall 13
TS d:ﬁek:\:\ﬁl;jjzf Ol 3 alall (i ) Cama 5 il Ladie Jas e g
.l gail)
d\;a_).\c@c_\;_a&am\.u\u\uu)md\umu\h\u_m;\ﬂaof@j
Aaalall cluly il e ae ) ey il pall IS8 e Sy aaiads
d&\cﬁ‘g‘\\}lu)\*\‘ﬂ)u\m‘j\ﬂ)udguujddw\\..\Q‘;Aw\
e A g cgpadl dalll e leain) Jladdl 138 8 Giay (e adaliis
Jh S agdasi of (e ¥ oS By Bggan Juaiyl 1 S alel
Aaall Gl La gl 6€3

Vs 6ol (S o1 AL Amea) dnie e plaalall oo 3 Adayl ) il Wl
5 il agiliaal da il i alg cagld aca 1 )00 AN W S




Eiji Nagazawa 72

1% %575 Eiji Nagasawa

1998 4= 4 H ~1999 4% 3 H

VEFOD=a2—X

ATAE 1997 4F 11 HITAARANBUECE 10 4 EIEL 72 o TV 7 Y — VIR B o T2 D3 b
M OBURTER TR ZE LTz, BT, A B Y — FF/L R L2382 NGO 72
ExFHM L, AAaEOEINL 2 K Uz (ilfe TBIR=T 7 N oA E NGO A1
27 L] 54 (2000 4F 3 M), B LSRRt 2B - T,

N Sl DL el A

EMERF O R R OAEF T, BESBE. T7RbBJEEARAN—R L IR — I EE T & M
ML TRE LI ETHD, TOHERIIL, BIHHEELE LIOMEARE (41 BLEES
FHEWR) ORI L, FIRAIC L D DN H o B, BrEEeTTEE
oy LA T O —BE 72 H 0 . o THERRRIFEMFZERTAY 1980 - RICHBHT & LT
STV ZATHD, HEKRLETOEFSHOEOIZD, MPARESLH —T i l%
A=« NG RT ) —TF « NT N ERERATO EIFEM X E W LISAT - 72 RE
W5, RFFZEERS D, HEOBEOBRYEXC, v rOoNE TR CRESGE
(2807,

ROE L Z—ROREES AD & ZNTFEBITIIISLIRZR I 2 AT O A & e fif < vz,
BED D LEADOFRA GARIFINES T2 b DT, B ¥ —DAHOT 7 BT BRI, %7
TRy T 7 —UBARBROBRIK ST, S IRDRNOLEEBHTOMPAbHE, £
RIS TCHOE Y ¥ 7 7 AT R TWh iz i2nTe,

sk —PEEESAITOBEFTEC In the living roomAt the 1998 grand opening of the center under Director Nagasawa



Eiji Nagazawa 73

PEBFTOROERIL, MK, FAZE & OFEHOE & U CHMEAEDOMIEE I
Rt L7z, ZENEMETHIHE., HETOBAREIIAETHY ., LD HD
AR TP E YL M A2 RO ENHEL N LTH D, BARRKIZYZD ., FR)»
D ORI TR CEAR LR ECREMBE A A L T, REZ R L7, 72720, 2D,
ZO—EBMRLIZDOIFRETH D, TNE TCEMINTEHRBFELZRAEINE T
ERBIET D &L Lz,

WIF, WA v THZET 28 F5EE - RFEFADEITFELFH->TETEY . NIEHT
Sh BHBZERER) T THo=Mn, =T 7 7 AOWFEHE BRI R LIME L.
U —OEFEIZHH I LTV W, SHZES A (T U7 RIEZEET « Y, Bl
ﬁmakﬁ\ﬁmﬁiéh(%ﬁaﬁ@\ﬂmﬁﬁéh(iﬁk%)kwokﬁaf

o BIHEFHE CHBEM SN2 & LCd, KEZERSA EKRKT) . SEFEEA

éh(ﬁa%akam T LTHMRERERSA (B2 —ERBRE. HH KT Y
RF) 72 ERBOLNTZ, WOLRBLDOKRZFEI AL OREDOEGmIEN L, HEEME =
AbFif s, FIRBFETHLRFE L CWEEE, To#EEE /M TR ARDSCH
WEIZ & > TOHRHR] (A v PHEREHE SR 1 5, 19994 3 A) & L CHMTHIAT L=,

[BARD SIS IZ & > TOHR] (01 v PR SFUEE 1 5. 1999 4F 3 A)

A%
A BRRBREREE ) ORITICD > T

HARDSCHEMS I & > TOHIR B =
I XC®IC

HE 2 IE L < BiES 5120

BPE RS & oAU

20 itz iRV KD

BEA~ DA & SCH Rk

RO E A AT —LDA /37 |k

=< 2 E =

fAE BHAR, o 20 il
I FEEEARTFRE EFITEEA 2 TR REN?
Mm 770D AT—LERR

A& R
1998 A IRGE S o ik



Eiji Nagazawa 74

In November of the previous year, 1997, ten Japanese tourists were killed in terrorist attacks in
Luxor. But by the time of my stay, the political conditions had settled. During my tenure, | visited
a number of NGOs that supported street children. | came to appreciate the seriousness of such
social problems. (refer to “Modern Egyptian Social Problems and NGOs” “The Muslim World”
54 (March 2000)). Egyptian society was overcast with a bleak presence.

During my tenure, my biggest task was to separate the center’s residence from its
business office. Sectional manager Hisashi Kato had inspected the location (he was international
operations manager back then), and I think headquarters understood the situation. The new office
would be on the first floor of the same building. It had previously been used by the MECCJ in the
1980s. | remember the place had nothing but bare light bulbs. So, | went to a wholesalers at the
Souq El-Barbara and Wekalet El-Balah markets to buy lighting equipment and curtains. | also
attempted to improve the living conditions in the residential part by repainting the rooms and
redoing the interior design of the kitchen. My successor, Otoshi, provided the office with some
wonderful shelves. | also added a nameplate at the entrance with the center’s name translated into
Arabic, as suggested by the late Abdul Rahman Suzuki Noboru. It was a modest center, but we
held a grand opening ceremony. The late Prof. Sharaf, who was still healthy at the time, attended.

The rooms of the new center were available as study rooms for researchers staying at
the site. If a teacher and student were of opposite genders it wasn’t permissible to hold tutoring
sessions in a private home, and it was difficult to find a suitable public space. On the occasion of
the center’s opening, | received a special allowance from the JSPS to buy basic research books
and dictionaries, some of which | unfortunately later misplaced. | continued the tradition of
regular get-togethers over a light meal.

At the time, the number of young researchers and exchange students had dropped quite
a bit. There was only Reiko Okawa (Meiji Gakuin University). A researcher from a senior class
was there for an extended stay, and he helped me run the center. Sadashi Fukuda (Institute of
Developing Economies then; Waseda University now), Hirofumi Tanada (Waseda University),
and Masatoshi Kisaichi (Sophia University) were there. There were also some researchers present
for short fieldwork visits, including; Takio Mizushima (Tokushima University), Masato lizuka
(TUFS Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa), and the late Kazuo
Otsuka (previous director of the center, then working at Tokyo Metropolitan University). | miss
having heated discussions with Prof. Otsuka deep into the night. Prof. Yuzo Itagaki would always
visit and speak at the JSPS open lectures. Recordings of those lectures are still available at the
center, filed under “The Middle East in Japanese Civilizational Strategies” (JSPS Cairo center
lecture recordings, volume 1, March 1999)
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The first konwakai lecture of 1999, the lecturer is the late Prof. Rau’f ‘Abbas (Cairo University)
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Happy 30th anniversary! | have been indebted to the Cairo center since my days as a student at Cairo
University. Moreover, | served as the center’s director from April 1999 to April 2000. My main goal was
to get the ground floor office, which had opened only six months prior, up and running full speed.

The copy machine had been moved down to the office in late March, along with some basic
office equipment. | bought the fabric for the curtains at Bulaq Market and hired a tailor in north Zamalek
to sew them. Up on a ladder, | replaced the curtain rails. One by one, we brought down the fax machine,
computer, mobile phone, radio/cassette player, projector, rugs, screen, water heater, heater, microphone
stand, and so on. The biggest challenge was the air conditioner. It needed a hole the wall, which the
owner didn’t agree with at first. Then | showed him our plans, which included a decorative ironwork cage
that covered the outdoor section. The owner was pleased and gave us permission to set up the air
conditioner. | later saw the owner recommending the same ironwork cage cover to other occupants of the
building. So, the ironwork cage is a defining feature of the Cairo center. | got a great price on the
cupboards at Omar Efendi. I think one of my strengths was getting a reasonable price.

The white bookshelves in the entrance hall were hand-built by artisans in Old Cairo, and
exactly match the specifications | drew up when I couldn’t find anything similar in the market. Visitors to
the center who saw and liked the bookshelves had artisans hand-build shelves for themselves at other
places in Cairo. | even had shelves hand-built back in Japan.

I rethought our approaches to things. The monthly konwakai open lectures were held in
Japanese with Arabic translation, with lecturers like the late Prof. Rau’f ‘Abbas and the late Prof.
Tsugitaka Sato. We published the lecture by Prof. Rau’f, and I reprinted a report on the lecture by Prof.
Itagaki. The lectures were attended by as many as 80 people, sometimes leaving late-comers standing.
When including there was an informal party after the lecture, the events sometimes continued past
midnight. | put a guestbook at the entrance and a cot in the back room. Sometimes people stayed there
overnight. I was always collecting and organizing books. | put a screen on the window and repaired the
furniture on the third floor. | renewed our work agreements with the secretary and cleaner.

There were a remarkable number of Egyptians studying in Japan. So our most important daily
job was meeting with and providing information to Egyptian researchers who wanted to study in Japan,
and then finding a professor in Japan who was a suitable match for them.

The most important thing of all was to clearly attain public status for the JSPS Cairo center by
concluding academic agreements with Egypt’s Academy of Scientific Research. This was agreed to when
President Mubarak visited Japan, and was reported in Japanese newspapers and on the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs web site. The reports stated that JSPS President Hiroyuki Yoshikawa, who visited Egypt
in 1999, agreed on this point. Unfortunately, circumstances on the Japan side have resulted in ongoing
delays that continue even now. In closing, | hope from the bottom of my heart that the Cairo center will
be afforded public status in accordance with the aforementioned agreement, and that it will serve as a

solid foundation for research work.
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Irag was under international economic sanctions at the time. People lived in dire straits, but Egypt was
enveloped in prosperity. Egypt was politically stable, and thus became a Middle Eastern base for
Japanese media and business. Many students from the Tokyo University for Foreign Studies were honing
their Arabic language skills by actively interacting with Egyptian youth. Aside from the Arabists and
excavation teams that studied Egypt for long periods of time, some Japanese museum staff visited Cairo
as NHK was planning a “Four Great Civilizations of the Ancient World” exhibition in celebration of the
new millennium. | get nostalgic remembering the great number of people visiting the JSPS center and
getting to interact with each other. In May of that year, their Imperial Highnesses Prince and Princess
Takamado visited Cairo. | had the opportunity to meet them at a reception luncheon organized by the
embassy. | had a lovely time in their gracious company.

Miwa Kido, who had top architectural credentials and lived in Cairo with her family, helped me
manage the center along with Ms. Ghada, a graduate of Cairo University’s Japanese Department who
worked as the center’s secretary. | was accustomed to living in small farm villages because | had spent a
long time excavating monuments from the middle kingdom of ancient Egypt. Having the support of these
two associates was very comforting to someone not yet accustomed to life in a big city like Cairo.

Once a month, we held an event where we invited Egyptian and Japanese researchers, men or
women of any age, to lecture. They would always accept. One time, | asked Ms. Sakai Keiko, who was
on a brief visit to Egypt from Iraq, to lecture. Reporters from all the media outlets attended. Afterward,
we retired to my residence in the building to continue the discussion.

One of the difficulties we faced was that the JSPS center was charged with promoting joint
research between Egypt and Japan, especially through post-doctoral experts. Yet, the overly hopeful
Egyptian side was often met by a system of delayed responses from their Japanese counterparts. It’s safe
to say that not enough was getting done. Perhaps higher priority was given to cooperation with more
developed countries, or with those that put more emphasis on science.

Toward the end of the year, JSPS headquarters told us about their plans to downsize the center.
They were relocating the Cairo center’s daily operations back to the director’s residence after years of
separation. At the same time, the publishing output of the center would increase, which would make it
difficult for the open lectures to continue. | could see that regular communication with the researchers
would become more difficult, so getting them together wouldn’t be as easy. | wasn’t given a clear reason
for the downsizing. | was discussing the space used to display publications and present open lectures in
conjunction with other governmental organizations when | asked about the possibility of using a different
place. They agreed that | would rent the building’s basement. In that case, it would’ve been good to
relocate the center’s operations office to the basement. And, to this day, it wouldn’t create any difficulties
in running the center. And | can’t help but wonder how such a plan could be so easily scrapped.
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After the Arab Spring, tourism to Egypt decreased dramatically, researchers and foreign
exchange students were advised against travelling, and it became quite difficult to maintain the status
quo. However, since the JSPS has established relationships of mutual trust with Middle Eastern countries
through cooperation in various research fields, I only hope that the Cairo center will continue to prosper.
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With the terrorist attacks of September 11" 2001 and the overthrow of the Taliban regime in
Afghanistan, 2001 was a year of upheaval across the Middle East.

Because one of the 9/11 hijackers was an Egyptian national, tourism to Egypt, including
from Japan, plummeted for a while. Egyptian tour guides fluent in Japanese were deeply
adversely affected.

I don't know whether | should say this or not, but | was in fact secretly ordered to close
the Cairo center. My secretary Ghada and | had to curtail our activities for the year. We couldn't
do much in the way of high-profile activities. We had our regular various group meetings, and I
started a manuscript reading group. Several international students took part enthusiastically under
Egyptian lecturer Nagwa. | heard that the reading group continued for some time after I left. We
managed some significant achievements during that period: collaborating with the Al-Ahram
newspaper, holding a lecture by well-known University of Tokyo Professor Emeritus Yuzo
Itagaki, and with the help of Waseda University holding a symposium on information technology
at Cairo University. Regarding closing the center, the 9/11 attacks re-emphasized the importance

of the Middle East region, so | decided to keep the center open.
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The war in Iraq began in March 2003, right before my assignment at the Cairo center was about to begin.
I couldn’t get a direct flight to Egypt and had to go via Europe on a two-day trip. There was unrest all
over the world, but one couldn’t feel the direct impact of the war in Cairo. In December, the US army
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captured Saddam Hussein. At that time, many foreign exchange students were coming to Egypt, mainly
to study at Cairo University and the American University, and were regular visitors at the JSPS center.
Ms. Ghada Zaher had worked there as the secretary since the previous academic year. Many visiting
researchers and others residing in Cairo frequented the center. It was a busy time. Due to a sharp drop in
Cairo Japanese Club membership, they moved their gatherings from the Marriott Hotel to a building near
the JSPS center.

Ms. Ghada Zaher had worked there as the secretary since the previous academic year. Ms.
Sawsan, who was responsible for cleaning the center and the residence on the ninth floor, would come
twice a week. Sometimes she would bring her two daughters. In academic year 2003, we became an
independent corporation, and thus had to file financial statements twice a year, in September and March.
Two Japanese personnel assisted me with the office work. The newest step was setting up a homepage
for the JSPS Cairo center in the fall. Ms. Ghada married in July of that year, and invited the members of
the center. | got to attend a modern Egyptian wedding.

In 2003, we held six regular open lectures. Once a week we hosted a reading group in Arabic.
We also started a gender studies class aimed at female researchers, organized sightseeing trips to the
remains of Fustat, and provided transportation to and from the Cairo Book Fair. By the end of the year,
the Cairo Bookstore Guidance program, started the previous year and mainly meant for male researchers,
was nearly complete. Many of the students who participated in these JSPS-organized activities are now

flourishing in universities all over Japan.

soalall ) s oS5l G alal i 8 a5 el (8 13083 iS5 2003 (b (B Blall (8 sl Gy
Cumd jrennd jed Ay 5oalall e 1580 1580 Call o el ol sl (8 (e s ol OF e S Jis b
5oall) Aaela 3 A jall i) OOl e S a0 gl 138 il By cmen alaa e 4S5 Y <l gl
raall €6 e oialldl e 58 03 yig <l Lol ool a8 ¢3S ally Lamde By o€ 28] A ) Aaalallg
L€l ) slae siae (A 48RS ) gy ) (e la e a5 5 a8 Gailll) (5ol dpmand dally Ll 3 allly

Bl all A i Wyl ecuiSally daUail) Jlacly Gan g o 585 ClS 5 cai€all B 0 Sl ) sale 3AULY) cuilS
Giisi ) Gan 2003 ple by Leiaebual Lyl () Leae andaiat Ulal i€y op suu) 8 0 je U il
Db 8 e plall (B (0 e dpmanll Sl Allal) cibaad alls Bl ile Gl Lo e (oo sSa iSaS dpnanl
saaall cLdY) e OS5 Sl A ) glee CpAll (il (e ) @D 3 Saebay e el B AT ol
silsr e A Bale BAELY) Caa g 35 a8 dpuliadly g ccnSall c Y e dadea cpiia a cay Al b4l cias 3
(S an Gl Jis 43S jLiall a8 il dmaal) i€ e 0 Jiall (e S Ll ) Jis s

LS LS el saul 3 e Gy yall 421G 3ol 8 duda bay Al Alda o 685 ClS LeS o 58 Cans Sie 23 2003 e (A
Ll Jala) QUS slae ) (84S Liall (e i) Al e ) 5SA Gl LS QUST (ia e (M) g (e Ji3 Aoy S8 55

(o B



Haruo Kobayashi 88

/AR SR Haruo Kobayashi

2004 4~ 4 H ~2005 49 A
BALSETF), H— 5 L ()

VEFD=a2—X

FLOEALF (2004 4F 4 A235 2005429 H £ T) 1E, =7 b OFEERIL LB R 22 7E
LTWeZ&bdhHoTh, BFEDELELL (REREALITTIOAL ) | AARAND
DOWFREBE O BHEBEICHY T L, BbZD LD RS2 L TE WIS & QiR
L7720, BANSORENICEE L TEMOBRHRLHE RS2 L0 LE L, M4
REOEERARBRIL, 5 THHLWEWHE L TEIIZER > TWET,

N Sl DL el [ AR

UIFOBTILGILM TS A, MEEFT—FSATLE, AEbEUVH—EHEIZOWN
TRALTEY, HEEEPIIRNZBTONE Lz, o4 X0 MEOREIZHT->T
L, BFAEDOVR— ML ARAIRTLE,

& —TILEFERGE S (FEIZ 5 [EIFEED) ofthlc, [ENZHEAE DT 27U (Nagwa Mustafa)
SAEEZ MR TOERNES, BPPOEFHRELZFLE LY = X — s, ~7
7« (Magdy Helyl) JcA %2l x COEBEHE/L EZFAMBLTWE L,

FADIEAEHFIZ=T T R ANISPS 7 = v —DRIBEZNH RIFTE LD, ZOHEIZHT-
ST A B RFEREFHDO/N=—« = I — A (Prof. Hany EI-Shemy) (Z ZR 7272
TFE L, RABERZORBIEHIGESR SN THWDHZ L2 REI>N LB, BEED
ATTeh - ZUET 4 ST LD ETOHHEDOHTAITESBILF L LT ET,

BUX—IFAAREZ VT N E ORI E LT, SR b REREHZH/HIND
ZETLED, RO ZAIZHARTE U —ROEEHMEPIED TN D Z & ITAREA 2 F
ERERIZE > TEINOTEHZWREBWET, & oL bl EOHIECH S EBREE DA )
728 LW TORBMERICEFIIRELRWELFLUETH, SISO IR N2 B
VDWW LET,

KREL 2D F LN, IA vifdediktz s 2 —0REL, BRE ORI S O ZiEHE
ZLDEDBIOVHL BT ET,

During my tenure (April 2004 - September 2005), conditions in Egypt were quite stable and there
were many Japanese exchange students in Cairo (more than ten post-grads alone). There were
frequent visits from Japanese researchers as well. | used those opportunities to communicate with
young researchers, and accompany Japanese research groups to see ancient remains and
settlements. These were precious experiences that I still have vivid pleasant memories of today.



Haruo Kobayashi 89

Ms. Junko Toriyama was my assistant and Ms. Ghada was our secretary. They both
knew how to run the center, which really helped when | first arrived. They were also
indispensable in supporting exchange students preparing for events and whatnot.

In addition to the regular open lectures (5 times a year), we also held gender studies
classes for young students, reached out to Dr. Nagwa Mustafa from the National Library for a
group study of manuscripts, and reached out to Dr. Magdy Helyl for calligraphy classes.

During my tenure, | tried to organize meetings for JSPS alumni. Prof. Hany EI-Shemy
of Cairo University’s Faculty of Agriculture helped me out a lot on that front. I’'m glad that the
alumni meetings are going well, and | thank alumni manager Ibrahim Tantawi and all those in
charge for that.

I can only hope the center will play an even bigger role as a place for research and
interactions between Egyptians and Japanese people. | think making the term of the JSPS center
directorship longer will help improve the running of the center. 1 know that budget cuts and
ever-changing society pose a lot of challenges, but I hope they will keep on making the effort.

Finally, I pray from the bottom of my heart for the continued prosperity of the JSPS
Cairo center and the continued success of all those associated with it.
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During the final years of Mubarak’s presidency, news of his terminal illness spread everywhere. Before |
returned to Japan in the beginning of April 2008, a serious situation was unfolding but never made it to
the news. It seemed to have happened all at once in factories and universities all across the country, a
simultaneous “silent strike” so-to-speak. At Cairo University, lectures were often canceled. Many
professors weren’t showing up, and students would gather but no one would be brave enough to speak. |
asked a professor friend of mine what was happening. He prevaricated, saying there were orders to “slow
things down” from somewhere. There were no more traffic jams in the streets of Cairo or on the road to
the airport. In fact, the streets seemed empty. Many stores were closed. It was very eerie. In that “silent
strike”, young rebels from anti-Mubarak political forces, the Muslim Brotherhood, and representatives of
over ten different organizations joined together and made the decision to go forward with the “January
25” revolution of 2011.

We reached out to the Egyptian authorities to recognize the JSPS Cairo center as a legitimate
research center. Up to that point, it had merely been a business office in Cairo with facilities to support
Japanese research. The center’s director had nothing more than a regular visa in his passport. During the
unrest of the Mubarak regime, American and European organizations’ offices were closed and other
governments curtailed the activities of their offices abroad. The JSPS center was fine, but people who
were supposedly secret police came collecting information, and unidentified individuals would come to
attend our lectures. | felt we needed to formalize our status as an officially recognized Japanese
organization.

I urged the Japanese ambassador and a cultural official from the Ministry of Education to keep
pushing the Egyptian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Eventually | got the cultural official to call to his
Egyptian counterpart. | thought perhaps | should appeal directly to the Foreign Ministry. So, | asked
Bahaa Zaghlul, who has powerful connections at the Foreign Ministry, to connect me with someone.
(Bahaa Zaghlul studied in Japan and has a PhD from the Department of Metallurgy at Tokyo Technical
College. He’s the person who helped me the most during my tenure in Cairo.). | was able to talk to
Ambassador Mona Saudi, the Vice Director of the Bureau of Education and Culture. Complying with
Ambassador Mona’s request, | filed documents explaining the points below three different times in
October and November of 2007.

(1) The details and reasons for this request, English materials explaining about the JSPS.
(2) The Cairo center’s activity records, personnel, and budget provided by the government.
(3) Our relationship with the Japanese Embassy.

(4) The JSPS Alumni Association in Egypt.

On June 10™ 2007, the JSPS Alumni Association in Egypt was officially registered with the
Egyptian government.

After | handed in the documents for the third time, Ambassador Mona said that all the
documents were in order and that | was to expect a positive result. But | never heard from her again.
Within a few months she had been appointed to a different position, and | was unable to resolve the issue.
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With or without JSPS support, Japanese research organizations and universities continued to cooperate
with Egyptian research institutes and universities. Through joint research, symposiums, and seminars,
they established new research connections, arranged meetings and transportation, and so on. They tried to
expand their cooperation beyond humanities and social sciences to new fields, like medicine,
pharmaceutics, and engineering.

One example: an international symposium about research and development on medicinal herbs
effective in curing liver disease (Note: Egypt has one of the worst hepatitis C infection rates. It also has a
long history of medicinal herb use and many researchers in that field.)

Target research facilities:
Japan: Institute of Natural Medicine, Toyama University
Egypt: National Research Center
Organizations assisting the research:
Japan: JSPS
Egypt: Technical & Technological Consulting Studies & Research Fund
Meeting place: National Research Center (Cairo, Egypt)
Date: 20~23 May 2007
Participating Researchers: Egypt (60 persons), Japan (10 persons), England (2 persons), Saudi
Arabia (2 persons)

Many of the monthly lectures were presented by Japanese experts staying for short-term visits,
but once there was a mini-concert by a well-known Iraqi oud player. The event was packed with people
and was the most exciting lecture of all. Many of the Japanese foreign exchange students that assisted us
back then are now successful researchers.

The Japanese embassy maintains a good close relationship with the Japanese community. But
when | was first appointed, the Japanese embassy didn’t officially recognize the JSPS center, and
wouldn’t contact us with invitations to official functions like their New Year’s party. | explained to the
embassy about the JSPS Cairo center and they came to officially recognize it as a Japanese organization.
Next, | wanted to make the most of that official recognition throughout the Middle East. So, | visited
universities in Turkey and Lebanon and talked about the JSPS, while | collected information on the state
of research support and cooperation offered by Japan, America, and Europe, and campaigned for their
further cooperation with the JSPS. In October 2007, a major symposium was held in Tunisia. This event,
the Kantaoui Forum, was one result of a Japan-Tunisia agreement for cooperation on scientific research.

There, | presented a basic overview of the JSPS and its Cairo center.
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In April 2008, | was appointed director. | had just retired from a private university in Chiba prefecture at
age 70. My term at the center was two years in the initial agreement, but it was extended another year
during my tenure, making it three years in total.

In early 2011, as | was busy preparing to return to Japan, the Arab Spring arrived in Egypt with
the 25" January Revolution. Crowds of mostly young people opposed to the Mubarak regime and its
absolute power occupied Tahrir Square. The protesters demanded that Mubarak resign. They repeated
these massive demonstrations every Friday, the weekly Islamic holy day. The police could not control

them, and eventually the Egyptian army was deployed. When the foreigners living in Egypt returned to



Yuji Oishi 97
their home countries or escaped to other countries, | decided to make personal peace with the ongoing
revolution, and my wife and | remained in Cairo.

The JSPS center is located in the Zamalek district of western Cairo, just a few kilometers from
Tahrir Square. The Libyan embassy is just across the street from the center. The revolutionary wave
across the Arab world that began in Tunisia in late 2010 affected Egypt by way of Libya. So, a large
number of Libyan students and others gathered at the Embassy. | wondered how things would end up.
Because our office is on the ground floor, | was stressed and concerned that the crowds in the streets
would rush into our building. | was careful to keep the doors locked. Then | heard that dictator Qaddafi
had died violently at the hands of antigovernment forces. | filled with deep emotion. |1 had met him
before, and | had published a book on Libya.

In addition to day-to-day work, | had to attend international conferences, organize the konwakai
open lectures and gendai chuto kenkyukai modern Middle East seminars held at the JSPS center. So, |
was quite busy. One of my fondest memories was being invited to serve for two years on a thesis review
committee for the Japanese Language department at Cairo University. | joined the thesis committee and
passed judgments along with three other professors. | was quite impressed that not only authors
themselves, but also their parents, grandparents, and children attended the reviews. The applause was
thunderous.
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| was appointed for a 4-year period, from April 2011 to March 2015. Immediately after the Arab
Spring events, we witnessed first-hand the establishment and collapse of an Islamic regime in
Egypt.

During my tenure as director, Egypt was politically unstable. This must have been a
very difficult time for the parents of young adults studying abroad.

The JSPS specializes in international collaborations in higher education. Its exchange
program for undergraduate students was greatly appreciated in briefings held by the Embassy of
Japan and Kyushu University.

I am delighted by the enthusiasm and great support of our Egyptian researcher alumni.
The JSPS also strengthens the relationship between these alumni and both the Africa and Europe
bureaus. The study groups offered at the JSPS Cairo center cover many subjects, from history and
culture to economics and education. The center has become a place of vibrant interactions for
everyone living in Cairo.
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Despite stressful news like the fighting in the Sinai under the Sisi regime, explosions in the outskirts of
Cairo, the abduction and killing of Croatian citizen, and the downing of a Russian plane, day to day life
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in the Zamalek area remains calm. But post-graduate students rarely come to Egypt. There are only a few
under-graduate students studying Arabic in Egypt, as well as a number of Japanese excavation teams
carrying on with their work.

We continue our activities with the help of our administrative assistant Ms. Bando, and our
secretary Ms. Sabrine.Due to budget cuts, the center will not issue publications this year. We are working
on a draft budget that will to increase our publications allowance for the next academic year. At the same
time, there’s also the issue of storage. We’re moving any publications not related to the Middle East to
our back office on the fourth floor. We are also updating our catalog. We are still holding regular open
lectures (five times a year), special open lectures on the contemporary Middle East (five times a year),
and shodo (Japanese calligraphy) classes every Monday evening. Mr. Ibrahim Tantawy, the director of
our JSPS Alumni Association, holds regular meetings with the alumni twice a month to keep members in
contact with one another. In mid-November, an alumni meeting will be held on occasion of the
International Desert Technology conference at Cairo University. At the end of November, a workshop
will be held at Suez University.
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Memories of the JSPS Center in Cairo

The JSPS center in Cairo has a long history tied to the JSPS center in Tehran and Ankara. 2015 marks the
50" anniversary of the establishment of the Tehran center. In the messages from former directors of the
JSPS Cairo center, we see that taking care of the Cairo center over these thirty years has been a collaborative
effort by the local Egyptians and the Japanese visitors to their country. To create this booklet, we asked
former directors to share their memories and gathered writings from many people affiliated with the center
over the years. Here not only the Cairo center but also the Tehran center and the Ankara center are dealt
with.

Prof. Kamioka, who worked at the JSPS Tehran center and was present for its official closing,
wrote about his experiences there. Prof. Odani, who had also lived at the center, lent us some very important
photos of researchers in the old days. Prof. Horikawa, who worked at the JSPS Ankara center wrote about
his daily life in Turkey at that time.

The study groups at the Cairo center were mainly run by younger researchers who have kindly
written about how those groups got started and their cherished memories of them. Currently, there are no
study groups at the Cairo center. Due to harsh conditions in the Middle East, there are now very few
exchange students from Japan. We hope to someday resume the study groups.

Several previous directors mentioned Mr. Noboru Suzuki, who lived in Cairo for quite a long time.
A picture of him enjoying a beer hangs in the Cairo center. He was a crucial figure in the history of the
center, so two of his associates have taken up the task of writing about his time at the center.

And several noted scholars who once lived in Cairo as foreign exchange students also wrote about
their recollections from that time.

1. The Japanese Institute of West Asian Studies

At the Tehran Center
Nakao Odani (Professor Emeritus, University of Toyama)

In October 1966 when | was living at the JSPS Tehran center, the Shah of Iran, intending to show the
enduring strength of the Iranian monarchy, held a celebration marking the 2500" year of the Persian Empire.
He invited many world-renowned Iranologists to the event, including Prof. Atsuuji Ashikaga, Prof. Reiichi
Gamo, and Prof. Namio Egami from Japan. While in Tehran, these researchers visited the JSPS Tehran
center. A keepsake photo was taken with my camera using a tripod and a timer on the verandah of the
Tehran center. Shown in the photo are, from the left, Prof. Ashikaga, Prof. Gamo, Prof. Egami, staff
members at the center, Prof. Ohno, Mr. H. Fultan, and I, Nakao Odani. All the people in the photo are
deceased, except me. So my heart is filled with deep emotion when I see this picture. > See plate on p.100
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The Tehran Center
Koji Kamioka (Professor Emeritus, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)

The JSPS Tehran center was established in 1966 and was closed in 1981 with the onset of the Iran-lraq War.
The center was located at 20 Kuche-ye Chaharom, Khiyaban-e Villa, Tehran 15 (Tel. 894968, 894969).
After the Iranian Revolution of 1979, all the streets were renamed after people who had died in the
revolution. The street is now known as Kuche-ye Panahi, Khiyaban-e Nejatollahi. However, the name Villa
is still quite familiar to taxi drivers. The building was located at the end of a sedate alleyway with many
plants, not far from Tehran University.

According to the listings of Japanese staff assigned to JSPS international centers, the first person
posted in Tehran was Prof. Morio Ohno (Institute of Oriental Culture, the University of Tokyo), who lived
in Tehran from 16™ March to 4™ December 1966. After that, there was essentially always at least one
Japanese researcher stationed at the Tehran center. Their main responsibilities were to collect information
from Iranian academic institutions, collaborate with Iranian researchers, support visiting Japanese
researchers, house survey equipment, and occasionally provide accommodations for visitors. I imagine the
nature of the services offered varied with the need. And the people appointed as directors of the center had
different fields of specialization that changed from year to year, History, then Archaeology, then Area
Studies, and so on. It should be noted that these research exchange assignments were limited to one year.
There were occasional problems, but the Tehran center was an important source of information and a place
to relax in Tehran.

The last director of the Tehran center was me. | would like to share a few of my memories. |
arrived in Tehran on 17" March 1980. | was an Iranian studies specialist who had lived through the Iranian
Revolution. | was successor to Prof. Ohno who had held the director’s position the longest, nearly two years,
from 1% May 1978 to 31% March 1980. On 22" September 1980, the Iran-Iraq war commenced with Iraqi
forces bombing Tehran’s Mehrabad Airport. After fleeing to Istanbul by bus in a state of confusion, I went
home to Japan for a while. At the end of March 1981, | flew back to Tehran via Frankfurt on Lufthanza,
which was the only airline offering service to Tehran at that time. | did everything possible to close down
the Tehran center without incident, and went back to Japan on 24™ May. The reasons for the closure were
the unstable conditions inside Iran and the inability to transfer funds in or out of the country. Objectively
speaking, closing the Tehran Office center was the only option.

I would like to thank the following people: Japanese Embassy in Iran Counselor Kunio Katakura
for his assistance, all the Iranian friends | once knew, the Tehran center’s long-serving administrative
assistant Mr. Hosein Forutan, and the JSPS for providing him with a special retirement allowance. The
heavy restrictions on traffic and extreme shortage of petrol at that time left the sky of Tehran quite serene,
with Mount Demavand (5671m), known by the local Japanese nationals as Iran’s Mount Fuji, always clearly
visible. In Japan, some say that people with blood type B, like myself, are strong in a crisis. As | reach my
seventy-seventh birthday, I am now very grateful to have witnessed firsthand these era-defining major
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events in modern Iranian history, and to have followed in the footsteps of my predecessor, Prof. Ohno.

The Ankara Center
Toru Horikawa (Professor, Kyoto University of Foreign Studies)

In March 1983, I moved, with my wife and two children, to Turkey to work at the JSPS Ankara center.

I had heard that the late Prof. Masao Mori had worked hard to establish the Ankara center due to
the closure of the Tehran center in 1981. According to the documents, Mr. Hiroshi Umemura from the Toyo
Bunko Library was there in January 1982, Prof. Mori in March, and Mr. Hisao Komatsu in April. The
Ankara center was established through the efforts of these three people. The location of the center changed
more than once, but there was always someone acting as the director of the JSPS Ankara center. Mr.
Umemura and Prof. Mori returned to Japan in March 1982. Mr. Komatsu stayed on until March 1983. |
succeeded Mr. Komatsu, and stayed there for around one year, until March 1984.

In addition to my research, | was tasked with liaising between Turkey and Japan for joint research
projects. The owner of the Asagl Ayranci (Lower Ayranct) apartment | had inherited from Mr. Komatsu was
about to return, so | had to move to Yukari Ayranci (Upper Ayranci ) with all the furniture, which meant
that the JSPS Ankara center was also relocating to Upper Ayranci. The owner was the relative of the late
Prof. Pulat Otkan in the department of Japanese Language at Ankara University, who helped me out
numerous times and made the remainder of my stay very comfortable. When | now look over the periodic
reports | sent to the JSPS headquarters, my responsibilities included collecting information about academic
institutions in and around Turkey, interacting with Turkish researchers, assisting visiting researchers from
Japan, and helping out Japanese students in Turkey.

I most enjoyed talking with visiting researchers from Japan, such as the late Mr. Kokichi Hinata of
Tohoku University who came to study canola flowers and left a deep impression on me. Mr. Hinata had
surmised the point of origin for flowering canola plants to be Anatolia, and visited to confirm that. The first
thing he said was “l was so impressed seeing the bright yellow flowers through my window as we flew in”.
Canola plants have many rare variants in this area, so if Anatolia wasn’t their exact point of origin, it was
surely a secondary point of diversification. He explained that canola plants spread across Asia from Anatolia
to become the komatsuna plants (a species of cruciferae) found in Japan since the Edo era. | also helped Mr.
Sueo Yoshiyuki conduct a group survey of watermills. | clearly remember being very impressed the first
time | saw a horizontally rotating watermill. Mr. Akinobu Terasaka from Ryutsu Keizai University was a
member of the last of the research group | dealt with. That led to me joining a geographical survey team
supervised by Mr. Terasaka in various parts of Turkey from 1987.

Mr. Wataru Miki from the TUFS Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and
Africa, and old friend Mr. Yuzo Nagata came to my apartment for a lovely dinner. This became a common
occurrence. Turkish researchers and other neighbors would join for a meal at my increasingly popular home.
One Sunday afternoon, Mr. Nagata dropped by unexpectedly with the previously mentioned Mr. Otkan.
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They brought me a pike they had just caught while fishing. It was quite challenging cleaning the
fish with only the cleaver | had in my apartment. Another time, | had trouble using that same cleaver to
prepare an eel | bought at a store. | couldn’t cut through its hard skin. I finally managed to cut the eel into
round slices, and remove the bones with the back side of the cleaver. To reduce the odor, | steamed and
broiled it, like they do in the Kanto area. My friends liked the taste of the eel, so | gave it to a Japanese
friend who was feeling homesick. “This is the real thing”, he said, recovering soon thereafter. Once, | visited
an old friend who had been doing research in Turkey for a very long time. | brought him special foods
traditionally eaten in Japan on New Years Day and served in a traditional Japanese jubako box designed for
presenting food. He was delighted, and the jubako box ended up being a useful item in Turkey. Whenever
we invited guests over, we put out appetizers in this jubako box in the center of the table. Our Turkish guests
were interested with how the boxes easily expanded into three tiers. | know it was especially popular with
our Turkish guests because my wife joined in the conversation at the table and never left.

Perhaps I’ve rambled on too long, but my year in Turkey was a very valuable experience that has
stimulated my research activities since. It was also a priceless experience for my family. 1 would like to
express my sincere gratitude once again to the JSPS and to the late Prof. Masao Mori for giving me this
chance.

2. Study Groups Presented at the JSPS Cairo Center

The Cairo center served as a meeting place and as a source of information. It was like a library for Japanese
exchange students and researchers in Egypt, who were mainly specialists in the humanities. To provide more
opportunities for students to meet, a series of text readings and research presentations was gradually
introduced at the Cairo center. There are two types of events held at the Cairo center. One is periodic
lectures, including konwakai (open lectures) and gendai chuto kenkyukai (lectures on the modern Middle
East). The other is independent study groups for students and young researchers living in Egypt. | will
explain about the independent study groups.

Starting around the year 2000, a variety of independent study groups were established. These
included 1) the Arabic Manuscript Study Group, which was mainly comprised of students of history and
philosophy, formed in 2001; 2) the Middle East Historical Studies Group, formed in around 2002; 3) the
Appreciation of Modern Middle East Historical Sources Group, also formed in around 2002; 4) the
Bookshops of Cairo Research Group, formed in 2003; 5) the Cairo Gender Studies Group, which was
mainly students of sociology and anthropology and ran from 2003 to 2005; 6) the Modern Middle East and
Islamic World Field Studies Group, which also ran from 2003 to 2005; 7) the Student Interaction Group,
formed in 2009; and finally 8) the Arabic Calligraphy Study Group. Some of these study groups published
their findings, and some established formal associations.

Here are some of the memories of these groups shared by people involved with them.
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The Arabic Manuscript Study Group: Manuscript Reading with Madame. Nagwa
Nobutaka Nakamachi (Professor, Konan University)

I was introduced to Prof. Madame Mustafa Kamil in the spring in 2001 by Mr. Masatoshi Kisaichi, who was
doing research work in Cairo and mentioned that Madame Nagwa would be a good teacher for manuscript
reading. Prof. Nagwa was a researcher at the Egyptian National Library and Archives (aka Dar al Kutb). |
learned that when Mr. Tadayoshi Kikuchi had served as director of the Cairo center, Madame Nagwa had
given him instruction in reading Arabic manuscripts. When | heard this, | created the Arabic Manuscript
study group with Japanese exchange students Mr. Yutaka Yanaginuma and Mr. Masami Nishino.

Madame Nagwa’s lessons were held once a week in a room at the Cairo center. | don’t remember
exactly when the first meeting was, but we began with “lIgd al Juman” by al*Ayni as our reading material.
We used a copy | had made from the Suleymaniyeh Library in Istanbul. And we cross-referenced that with
another copy from the Egyptian National Library’s microfilm collection. Madame Nagwa kindly provided
us with free copies of the National Library version. It was, however, not the best quality and difficult to read.
So we gradually came to rely on the Suleymaniyeh version. When Madame Nagwa heard about this, she
smiled with delight and said “you find that hawaga writing easy to read?” Madame Nagwa was using a
derisive Egyptian word for foreigners in reference to a manuscript written in the Ottoman era. The
Suleymaniyeh version was written in the 18" century, and the National Library version was written in the
author’s own hand in the 15" century. Back then, | wasn’t concerned with such matters.

Although I always kept digital copies of both texts and my notes, Madame Nagwa recommended |
keep hand-written copies as well. She mentioned this at first, but didn’t comment on the matter again. When
my computer was stolen, | lost some of my notes. | regretted not taking his advice, but it was too late.

The second half of my exchange student days in Egypt were focused on the “Madame Nagwa
meetings”. When | came back to Japan, | was happy to hear these meetings would continue. | once attended
one of these “Madame Nagwa meetings” that was for junior researchers. | handed Madame Nagwa a
recently published article of mine in English, expecting praise in response. She briefly said some nice things
about my article and then turned to me and said, “Nobutaka-san, you’re researching Egyptian history. You
should write in Arabic.” | remember being embarrassed not to have lived up to her expectations.

The Cairo Gender Studies Group
Junko Toriyama (Research Fellowship for Young Scientists, J. F. Oberlin University)

The Cairo Gender Studies Group was started in 2003, under Cairo center director Ms. Fumiko Hirano. The
main members at that time were Ms. Emi Goto, Ms. Mio Chiyozaki, Ms. Junko Karasuyama, Ms. Hiroko
Minezaki, and Ms. Asako Miyahara. These women were living in Cairo as foreign exchange students,

administrative assistants, and spouses, and used the opportunity to exchange information about research and
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daily life at the Cairo center. These meetings eventually became the Gender Studies Group. Some years
earlier, the American University in Cairo had established the Institute for Gender and Women’s Studies,
(later renamed the Cynthia Nelson Institute for Gender and Women’s Studies). Gender was widely
recognized as a great new field in Middle Eastern studies. Outside the Cairo center, women were more often
wearing veils and covering their bodies. We believed that gender studies was an effective and necessary tool
to better understand the changes happening at that time.

We convened the study group once or twice in a week. They typically included research
presentations and text readings (in Japanese, English, and Arabic). Next, we began work on a Japanese
translation of “Remaking Women: Feminism and Modernity in the Middle East” (1998. L. Abu-Lughod ed.
Princeton University Press) which we had already read in our study group under the direction of Prof. Haruo
Kobayashi. Our Japanese translation was published in 2009 by Akashi Shoten ( [ % >< V)2 5] &
W) BB —HHIZEBIT D 7 = I = X A & UM % See plate on page 27).

This study group was very important to my continued research, because we shared in common the
experience of living in Cairo from the early to mid-2000s, and because we were able to discuss gender
issues academically with researchers from our peer group. Words can only describe personal experiences so
well. But by sharing our experiences, we could sympathize and be inspired by one another. We formed close
bonds by speaking frankly and critically about our discoveries. My experiences with our gender studies
group have become foundational to my research even now, both in the academic pursuits and human
interactions.

2004 Bookshop Guide in Cairo Project
Takahiro Harayama (Toyo Bunko)

Time flies so quickly, and ten years or more have passed since we worked on the revised version of
Bookshop Guide in Cairo.

In those days, we Japanese graduate students studying in Cairo often heard that some appreciable
results of the activities of the JSPS Cairo Research Station were required. We were in debt to the research
station at that time for its help. So we discussed what we could do for it, and then made this bookshop guide
project one of the JSPS Cairo Research Station’s activities which would succeed because of our efforts. At
first, we thought this project was just visits to the bookshops whose names Kumiko Izumisawa noted in her
article “Bookshop and Library Guide for Searching Books in Cairo”. But the plan grew larger, and finally it
was decided that we should collect information on all the bookshops in Cairo as far as possible. We might
have put our feet in it with our decision to visit every bookshop door-to-door and get information from it.
But cold drinks like sobia or asab were so delicious when we walked around the city in the summer
researching bookstores. Editorial work like arranging information in order and editing maps increased my
shisha smoking, but that is now a nostalgic memory. | think publishing and bookstores in Cairo have
changed significantly, but | hope this guidebook still helps.
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The Modern Middle East and Islamic World Field Studies Group
Daisuke Maruyama (Associate professor, National Defense Academy of Japan)

It was around mid-December of 2004 when | took a break from pursuing my master’s degree to visit Cairo.
With Mr. Kazuhiro Arai from Kyoto University Graduate School and Mr. Takenori Yoshimura from
Waseda University Graduate School, we excitedly discussed being able to hold a study group for young
researchers at the Cairo center.

We decided on the name “Modern Middle East and Islamic World Field Studies Group” (or “Field
Studies Group” for short). As indicated by the long name, the group wasn’t restricted to a particular field or
subject of research. It brought together graduate students and young researchers for free discussion and
exchange of opinions and information. | remember our founding members hoped that all researchers who
visited Cairo would feel free to join us for earnest debates.

With the support and encouragement of Cairo center director Haruo Kobayashi (Tokyo Gakugei
University) we managed to hold our first meeting on 14" January 2005. We only got together eight times in
Cairo, but after returning to Japan the members found a new home for this group in Kyoto, where its
activities continue to this day. Please refer to this web site, which also covers our time in Cairo.
(https://sites.google.com/site/islamfield/)

In January 2015, I visited the Cairo center again for the first time in ten years. My head was full of
memories as | bowed to bawab, entered the dark entrance hall with the high ceiling, climbed the steps, and
was warmly received as a visitor. When | looked toward the back room where we once held meetings, |
remembered how little I knew about research back then, and wondered how I’ve managed to succeed these
past ten years. | feel the Cairo center was probably the starting point of my research career.

The center taught me about the difficulty and importance of group study. I hope it will live on and
prosper as a gathering place for researchers to exchange views. *k See plates on page 106.

The Student Interaction Group
Asami Kataoka (Completed Master’s degree in Waseda University)

I arrived in Egypt as a student in January 2009, tightly grasping my notebook with the address of the Cairo
center written inside. A kind soul invited me into the quiet living quarters in a building in the Zamalek
district of Cairo. The cold of a Cairene winter was the first nugget of knowledge | would come to understand
only by living in Cairo and through my encounters at the Cairo center. The Student Interaction Group for
Egyptian and Japanese students that was established through our interactions at the Cairo center lives on
today as the Japan-Egypt Network Youth group in Cairo.

When | was assisting with the Cairo center’s periodic lectures, | had the chance to speak with

Egyptian students from the Japanese Language Department at Cairo University. It was a rare chance for
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Japanese nationals studying Egypt and Egyptian nationals studying Japan to meet and interact. | thought this
was a perfect chance for Egyptian and Japanese students to learn more about each other’s countries. |
wanted to create a place where | could help and hear the opinions of Egyptian students interested in Japan.
With these goals in mind, | set out to establish a regular group meeting.

With the help of the Cairo center, we created the Student Interaction Group. The center’s director
Prof. Oishi kindly provided a place for our group meetings and space for our pamphlets at the reception area.
Attendance varied at first, sometimes thirty or more people, other times only two or three. Over time,
members started to propose activities and some Egyptian members helped manage the group. Meetings grew
to include things besides research presentations, such as Egyptian music and Japanese martial arts. These
interactions helped us better understand one another.

As membership increased, the Student Interaction Group meetings were relocated to the Japan
Foundation in Cairo, and renamed the Japan-Egypt Network Youth group. Its activities continue today, with
largely Egyptian student membership. Many current members may not realize the group was started a few
Japanese students in Egypt. But I will never forget those early days of trial and error, just a few of us sorting
out our activities in that room at the Cairo center.

I want to express my appreciation for the Cairo center, and my hope that it will continue to
facilitate interactions between Japanese and Egyptian students and researchers, serving as a place for people

to come together and learn from one another. *k See plates on page 107.

3. Footprints: Memories of Mr. Suzuki and Studying in Egypt

‘Abd al-Rahman Noboru SUZUKI  (Job: “Arabic Speaker”)
Manami Kondo (Associate Professor, Ryukoku University)

On the occasion of the 30" anniversary of the JSPS Cairo center, | also heard stories about Suzuki from
people who used to visit the center, where he would take good care of them. But I’m glad that, even after his
death, people associated with the center still remember his name. I’m sure there many people who knew him
better than I, through their experiences with him and the center. Even now he’s saying from his grave:
“That’s not so. You can’t just write whatever you want.” So please forgive me.

He was a lively personality, but I remember him sitting crossed-legged behind a big desk quietly
reading a book or using his computer. Behind him, books were stacked on shelves up to the ceiling. The
walls in every room, and the hallways as well, were lined with shelves filled with books from his frequent
bookshop visits. He also went to the International Book Fair every year. The director of the center and
young researchers would gather at the center and take separate cars to the fair. Suzuki would make several
trips to the book fair over the course of a few days. He took me there with him once. Booksellers from Egypt
and abroad gather at this fair, so it’s an amazing opportunity for a researcher. | remember how he helped
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me.out once when | had bought all the books | wanted, but had no idea how to carry them all. I’ve heard
that group trips to the book fair have now become a tradition.

One thing he always said was that experiences are what matter. It seems he had had many good
experiences in Egypt. One of those was surely going to the book fair with everyone. Another would have
been the people and the knowledge he experienced at the JSPS regular lectures. | attended many of these
meetings and remember seeing the fliers for those events on the door of his fridge. His philosophy seemed to
be “live and let live”, letting everyone say and do what they like. He himself also had many things to say,
sometimes even during the open lectures. He had a loud voice, and that was an issue for some people, but |
certainly don’t think it was the whole story. On behalf of Suzuki, I would like to thank the JSPS center. |
pray that the center will continue thriving as a place for positive experiences. >k See plate on page 108.

Remembering My Days with Mr. Suzuki
Wakako Kumakura (Researcher, University of Tokyo)

Mr. Abdul-Rahman Suzuki Noboru is a recently deceased Japanese national who lived in Cairo for more
than four decades. Having taken on an Arabic name, he worked as a journalist, the owner of a used
bookshop, and sometimes as an Arabic language instructor at Japanese schools. So, he actually had many
faces and took on many tasks. These allowed him to interact with people of different fields and different
generations. Every visitor to Suzuki’s home became a guest at a banquet.

There are a lot of people who knew Suzuki better than I, which makes writing about him here quite a
challenge. Still, I welcome the chance to tell you about him as a way of repaying his many kindnesses
toward me. So, | will start from my first encounter with Suzuki, when | was a Japanese student who had
come to study in Cairo.

The first time 1 met Suzuki was in 2003, at the Cairo International Book Fair. |1 was in the first
year of graduate school and it was my first time visiting Egypt alone. Although | had studied basic Arabic at
university, | wasn’t conversant in the language. | remember somehow managing to reach my destination
anyway. But, | soon realized that | would have to locate history books among the countless volumes before
me, and | had a very limited amount of time.

I then saw a Japanese-looking guy speaking fluent Arabic with an Egyptian. He was my beacon of
hope amid a sea of Arabic. | approached him and asked “Are you Japanese?” and then continued “I can read
Arabic but | can't speak it. Could you please ask that bookseller for me if he has the book I’m looking for?”
He got slightly testy and replied “Are you asking people for favors without even introducing yourself first?”
I never expected that turn of events. Surely, |1 was the one who should have been angry at his criticizing me
without even giving me the chance to explain myself. He then walked away. That encounter, and my ire
toward him, stayed with me for several days. Eventually, however, after a good amount of self-reflection, |

realized he was right.
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Just shortly before I was to return to Japan, | heard about the open lectures offered at the JSPS
center, and attended one for the first time. When | went to the center, | figured the guy | had encountered at
the bookseller’s might be there. Sure enough, the minute he saw me there, he came over to me. | apologized
for my rudeness the previous day, introduced myself all over again, and tried to explain what | was thinking
at the time. The man’s expression quickly became a friendly one, as he said, “My name is Suzuki.” He
started explaining why he raised his voice in anger. First of all, in Egypt you start by greeting someone,
saying “Al-Salamu Alaykum (May peace be upon you)”, you ask about their health, and then you ask if
there’s anything new with their family. Only after that brief conversation do you move on to the main point.
So coming up to someone and asking them for a favor without greeting them or even introducing yourself is
both rude and puzzling. Secondly, if you can actually read Arabic, you can also speak and write Arabic. So,
if you’re not applying that knowledge, it’s doubtful whether you can really read Arabic at all. With no
grounds for rebuttal, 1 had no choice but to concede. We shook hands in reconciliation, and I returned to
Japan wiser for the experience. That was my first encounter with Mr. Suzuki.

Later, | was fortunate enough to study at Cairo University, living in Cairo from 2005 to 2007.
Over those two years, | greeted new arrivals and saw off students who were returning to Japan. Mr. Suzuki
was always there for such occasions. Suzuki would always invite students to his home for farewell parties
the night before they left the country. There, he would display his cooking skills, preparing them luxurious
feasts. One time, the main guest requested the cuisine of the Abbasid Caliphate in the Middle Ages. Suzuki
found a book about the food of that time, and turned one of its recipes into an amazing meal.

But it wasn’t just these special events. Students would gather at Suzuki’s home every day, and talk
with him into the night as he drank his trademark Old Parr scotch whisky. The walls at Suzuki’s house were
covered with bookshelves full of Arabic books on every topic from history to the problems of modern
society. He was also quite dedicated to making scrapbooks of newspaper clippings. | remember looking
through them as | listened to Suzuki talk about his problems.

I think every student stayed in contact with Suzuki, even after they finished their studies. There
were seniors coming for short-term research who fell into the habit of drinking with him from day one. I, too,
when visiting Egypt for research would say to him ever so selfishly, “Today let’s have Chinese food.” And
like every other day, | would be treated to dinner at his home. Even in the intense heat of the summer, |
would finish work at the archives and climb those dark stairs to his shaqga apartment. As soon as | rang the
doorbell, I would hear his cheerful voice, “Coming”. | still vividly recall him standing in the kitchen saying:
“It’s so hot in here, but I can’t help it,” while cooking up the Chinese-style stir-fried vegetables | had
requested. After eating, | would tell him about the discoveries | had made that day at the archives, and take
in his comments over Stella Artois beer.

When | think about it, every time I look back on my research in Cairo, Suzuki comes to mind. And
not just because of his words of encouragement or strong personality. He was the mediator of a network of
students studying abroad, professors, and some people not doing any research. After he passed away, | was
apprehensive about visiting a Cairo in which Suzuki was no longer a presence.
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I think I didn’t want to accept the fact that he was gone. And there many people who feel the same. But, |
gradually overcame that feeling of loss and have since discussed my memories of him over sake and snacks.

He still, to this day, connects all of us together in Cairo.

Memories of my Youth in Cairo
Yasushi Tonaga (Professor, Kyoto University)

I spent my late twenties in Cairo, from 1986 to 1988. Before coming to Egypt, | felt my research on Islam
was stagnating. | had even thought about quitting. But after living in Cairo, and interacting with Egyptian
people, their enthusiasm changed my outlook.

Actually living among those good people definitely taught me a lot about Islam and motivated me
to continue my research.

At that time, there were a lot of students from Japan breathing in the air of Egypt. Including
students from major universities like Mr. liuzuka, now a professor at the Tokyo University of Foreign
Studies; Mr. Nakata, now a professor at Doshisha University; Mr. Akahori, now a Sophia University
professor; and also Mr. Hasabe, now a professor at Keio University.

The monthly lectures at the JSPS Cairo center gave me a regular opportunity to meet with these
future professors. The organizers of this club were Dr. Kazuo Otsuka and Dr. Hanada. It was so much fun to
hear about the progress our friends had made in their research, and also to have a Japanese meal after
finishing the discussion.

I usually spent summer in Istanbul, Turkey. It’s been a very long time since | last visited Egypt. But
honestly, Cairo is where | grew up and is my second home. That's why every time | visit Cairo, | feel young
again. See plates on page 111.

*k Affiliation in Egypt at that time: Asian Studies Scholarship student of the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture of Japan

*k Affiliation in Japan at that time: Doctoral student, Graduate School of Humanities the University of Tokyo

With 28 years of Gratitude for the JSPS Cairo Center
Masayuki Akahori (Professor, Sophia University)

It was difficult to get rice in Cairo, and basic infrastructure like water and electric was sub-standard. But my
time there was mostly relaxed. There were many Japanese students in Egypt when | went there as a student.
Mr. Yasushi Tonaga and Mr. Ko Nakata were already living there. Mr. Fumihiko Hasebe came later the
same year, and Mr. Tetsuya Otoshi came the following year. Mr. Masato lizuka served as a Special
Researcher at the Japanese Embassy in Egypt. There were also many long-term resident Japanese
archaeology students, like Mr. So Hasegawa. Tokyo University of Foreign Studies undergraduate students
who wanted to study Arabic would also go to Egypt.

The Iraqi invasion of Kuwait began in 1990. There were many refugees from Kuwait in urban areas.
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There were also some Japanese refugees from Jordan in Cairo at the end of that year. When the Gulf War
began in January 1991, the Japanese Embassy warned Japanese nationals to leave the region. My study in
Egypt was abruptly cut short, but was already longer than expected. | had been living there more than three
years, after extending my original plan of two.

At that time, the JSPS Cairo center served as both the business office and the residence of the
director. The director changed annually, sometimes bringing along their family, sometimes not. When |
arrived in Cairo, the director was Prof. Otsuka. He made a point of coming out to meet me at the airport,
which was quite pampering. He held a welcoming party for me that night. Although I was staying at a
lodging only three minutes away from the Cairo center, | nevertheless somehow managed to get lost in the
darkness. During my stay in Egypt, there were three different directors of the Cairo center, Prof. Nariaki
Hanada, Prof. Shigeru Kamada, and Prof. Keiji Okazaki. As the base of my research work shifted from
Cairo to Alexandria, I moved to far away Marsa Matruf in the villages of Egypt’s Western Desert. | couldn’t
visit the center as often, but each time | did, the current director had made noticeable improvements to the
center. Whenever | visited Egypt afterward, | would drop by the center at least once, and the current director
would always take good care of me.

On the other hand, Sophia University then established their Cairo Research Center, borrowing space
from the JSPS Cairo center. This was in response to the Japanese government’s Reorganization and
Rationalization Plan for Special Public Institutions, which called for the termination of the JSPS centers in
Cairo and Nairobi. It is already in the past, but the JSPS Cairo center was in danger of being closed. The
Japan Association for Middle East Studies cooperated with the JSPS, called on related organizations, and
submitted a formal collective request to keep the center in Cairo. At the same time, the JSPS asked Sophia
University to establish a center in Cairo to support the overseas activities of Japanese universities. The
president of the collective at that time was Prof. Masatoshi Kisaichi and the secretariat was myself. Sophia
University established their Cairo Research Center with the agreement of the collective, which is the
arrangement at present. It is actually quite difficult for a single university to maintain a base of operations
abroad, and it is quite unfortunate that the circumstances surrounding its establishment did not include the
succession of the person in charge on the JSPS side. But, it is surely and important step toward the future
growth of Sophia University.

| want to express my deepest appreciation to all the past directors of the JSPS Cairo center and now
Sophia University’s Cairo Research Center. | respectfully ask for the continuing cooperation of future
directors.
*k Affiliation in Egypt at that time: Asian Studies Scholarship student of the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture of Japan

*k Affiliation in Japan at that time: Doctoral student, Graduate School of Sociology, the University of Toyo
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The Flow of Time: Changing People and a Changing Cairo
Masato liizuka (Professor, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)

The two times | lived in Cairo (1988-1990 and 1995-1996), Egypt was basically at peace. When the
Egyptian Army joined the multinational coalition in the Gulf War in early 1991, Egypt was rewarded with
economic investment from the West. The shortages of goods that had sometimes occurred since the eighties
quickly ended. The number of the restaurants serving Western cuisine increased dramatically. When | was
appointed Special Advisor to the Japanese Embassy in Egypt in May 1988, Mr. Yasushi Tonaga, Mr. Ko
Nakata, Mr. Masayuki Akahori, and Mr. Fumihiko Hasebe, all of whom had studied in Egypt, were my
peers. And Mr. Tetsuya Otoshi joined us in 1989.

During my second stay in Cairo, from 1995 to 1996, Ms. Manami Kondo may have been the only
Japanese graduate student in Cairo. But there was also Ms. Keiko Sakai, enrolled at the American University
of Cairo, and Waseda University and the Middle Eastern Culture Center in Japan had ongoing excavation
projects.

I first visited the Cairo center in January 1988. After first meeting director Kazuo Otsuka we
stayed in close contact until his death. When | was appointed at the Embassy of Japan, at the suggestion of
the late Prof. Tsugitaka Sato, | brought “Retrospective and Prospective Views of Japanese Historians: West
Asia and Africa 1949-85”, which had just been published in February of that year, as my gift to the Cairo
center. Center Director Nariaki Hanada, however, got the mistaken impression it was a gift from Prof. Sato
himself, not me. Director Shigeru Kamada was a former instructor of mine. He lived at the Cairo center in
1989, but | was quite busy with Embassy-related work and only saw him occasionally to bring him rare
treats, like Japanese rice.

For my stay in Cairo from 1995 to 1996, on the other hand, | was a researcher with free time, and |
visited the Cairo center once a month. Director Tadayoshi Kikuchi and Director Masatomo Kawamoto
treated me to dinner, along with Mr. Noboru Suzuki, Ms. Manami Kondo, and Ms. Kumiko Hanada, who
had graduated from the Tokyo University of Foreign Studies and was a Japanese instructor at the Japan
Foundation at the time. We greatly enjoyed sharing our experiences with each other.

Time passes quickly. It has already been more than 20 years. Some people have passed away. |
hope that the Cairo center will continue to be a place for Japanese researchers living in Egypt to share
information and a place for interactions between Egyptians and Japanese forever.

*k Affiliation in Egypt at that time: Embassy of Japan in the Arab Republic of Egypt « Special Advisor
* Affiliation in Japan at that time: Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa, Tokyo University of Foreign

Studies, Research Associate
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MM FEIEAE & o 2 —RICIRIEFE —& People Stationed at JSPS Centers in Tehran and Ankara
@ VT T s o~ — (1965 4Rk E) The Japanese Institute of West Asian Studies (from 1965)

K4 URIE 11 ] G
KB K1 Morio Ohno 1966.3.16-1966.12.4 Tehran K~ WA - #id=
N Nakao Odani 1966.8.10-1967.2.27 Tehran HOR - 3C - B A
E & Minoru Yamada 1967.12.15-1968.3.31 Tehran BANK 3 - RFpeE
FH g Akira Ishii 1967.12.15-1968.4.30 Tehran RN - T - BhEdR
AW FEE Minobu Honda 1968.4.12-1969.4.18 Tehran K - 3C - B
HRE  #k5 Tetsuo Nawata 1969.4.1-1970.3.31 Tehran FHAR IS « SCH - GEAT
VeRE  =EPURR Keishiro Sato 1970.4.29-1970.8.17 Tehran ALK« 3C - Hfz
By mx Tsuneo Kuroyanagi 1971.1.20-1971.4.30 Tehran WK - 2t
AR e Eiichi Imoto 1971.4.20-1972.4.10 Tehran AR - Bz
KE EIT Yoshiyuki Sueo 1972.4.5-1973.2.22 Tehran BAVE R » 3T - Hdz
g B Takashi Soma 1973.4.1-1974.3.31 Tehran - BE
FH g Akira Ishii 1974.4.5-1975.4.4 Tehran FRNEK - T - BhEdR
P F Koichi Haneda 1975.11.15-1976.4.30 Tehran HAK - AA BT - BT
EL PN Setsuo Furusato 1975.4.1-1975.9.30 Tehran RHOK » 3 - BB HiER
M RER Jiro Ikeda 1975.5.7-1976.3.31 Tehran K - B -
TniE Fn Kazuhide Kato 1976.4.15-1977.3.31 Tehran HMER » 3 - Bh#d=
AH FEE Minobu Honda 1976.7.1-1976.12.31 Tehran HOR « 3T - A%
% 2 Akira Goto 1977.3.23-1978.3.31 Tehran FOR - HOCHE - B F
MRE 2T Tetsuo Nawata 1977.6.28-1977.9.22 Tehran REAK « 15T - Bh#R
N Morio Ohno 1978.5.1-1980.3.31 Tehran HR - BUSCHIF - #b%
MH EbHF Sachiko Murata 1978.3.22-1979.12.19 Tehran PRGN ZE B
B 1 T Koji Kamioka 1980.3.17-1980.7.9 Tehran BN K- AA B - Bh#E%

1980.8.20-1980.10.15
1981.3.25-1981.5.24
77 e Hiroshi Umemura 1982.1.31-1982.5.8 Ankara WHEE -2 Rx AT R_T V7 b
et % — - WA

MR Masao Mori 1982.3.2-1982.5.28 Ankara HR - SCH - #f%
AN N/ Hisao Komatsu 1982.4.24-1983.3.27 Ankara WK - 3C - RN
W Toru Horikawa 1983.3.21-1984.3.20 Ankara FNK - AR
i Bz Masayuki Yamauchi 1984.3.24-1985.3.23 Ankara K - #4 - DR
NN Koichiro Koyama 1985.3.14-1986.3.13 Ankara bR - 3T - B
33 Toshio Hayashi 1986.3.4-1986.9.16 Ankara HAY o Ml BESER
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o1 1 (1984 4% E) People Stationed JSPS Cairo Research Station (from 1984)

K4 URE I LS
i = Tsugitaka Sato 1984.8.18-1984.12.4 WKL Bh#d=
%k M Akira Goto 1985.9.2-1986.1.15 B RASC Bh#z
fEM A Susumu Fujita 1986.4.1-1987.3.31 AN KS Bh#d=
Kk Kazuo Otsuka 1987.4.20-1988.4.2 Ri& BF
fEH  FHK Nariaki Hanada 1988.3.25-1989.4.3 PR Bh#EUR
Hem % Shigeru Kamada 1989.3.25-1990.3.31 HORHVES LA Bh#d=
G5 - Keiji Okazaki 1990.3.25-1991.3.24 PR ESFRY: RAERERD
HK Ltk Kosuke Shimizu 1991.4.10-1992.4.9 RAONKRS Bz
Iy OEF Masataka Takeshita 1992.3.28-1993.4.6 R Bz
SN 1 Hiroshi Kato 1993.4.1-1994.4.3 —HEREEE AR
(| SEIE Yukimasa Yamada 1994.3.29-1995.4.1 WAL KT BhFE
Fgu R Tadayoshi Kikuchi 1995.3.26-1996.4.2 PURALKRST B
JIA IEA Masatomo Kawamoto 1996.3.25-1997.4.10 REEERTFRE Bz
TH B Ko Nakata 1997.4.1-1998.3.31 W KEE ¥
RiE &8 Eiji Nagasawa 1998.3.27-1999.4.3 W RFHRESALISERT Bh#d=
Kie ##h Tetsuya Otoshi 1999.4.1-2000.3.31 JUMRZFZICEER Bh#d%
dry AR Sumiyo Tsujimura 2000.4.1-2001.3.31 ELfERTA 7 7 i RoUesrsesr LRFREER
R EF] Syuji Hosaka 2001.4.1-2002.3.31 WEHEARPESCRE RS
M i Tetsuya Tanaka 2002.4.1-2003.3.31 RERRSERT NS B
FH LT Fumiko Hirai 2003.4.1-2004.3.31 LN PNE S S et T
N SN Haruo Kobayashi 2004.4.1-2005.9.30 FORFERTY HETFH Bz
W ERE Sadao Sakai 2005.10.1-2008.4.20 BERRY HEHR
K &= Yuji Oishi 2008.4.21-2011.3.31 TLFJIERS: 2%
ER/) %= So Hasegawa 2011.4.1-2015.3.31 B HRER AR BEMEIR
R &7 Naoko Fukami 2015.4.1- BAaHKRTA 2T — L 7eisrE BB R
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I learned that | would be assigned the important mission of organizing the 30" anniversary celebration for the JSPS Cairo center in
an e-mail | got from then director Hasegawa on 3rd March 2015. It said, “The 30" Anniversary celebration will be postponed,
perhaps to November, and so it will become a primary task for you”. Preparations for the 30" Anniversary had already begun
under director Hasegawa, and so with the support of the JSPS headquarters, the alumni association, the Japanese Embassy in
Egypt, and the JSPS Cairo center itself, we intend to move forward with the celebration, even if imperfectly.

I should note that as a researcher | have been deeply indebted to the JSPS for its Kakenhi grant-in-aid programs and its
Asian-African Science research programs. Still, working on JSPS public relations and managing the Cairo center have been quite
challenging for me as a researcher of Islamic Architectural History. | had been wondering how I can best contribute to the 30th
Anniversary celebration while residing in Cairo. When | visited Cairo at the end of 2014, Director Hasegawa gave me a list of the
former directors of the Cairo center. The names listed are those of researchers who have often given me their kind assistance. And
| heard from JSPS International Program Director Kato about how the JSPS West Asian regional center had moved from Tehran
to Ankara to Cairo. | eventually had the idea of putting together a 30-year history of the Cairo center with input from its former
directors.

I wish | had decided that earlier. | spent this summer doing survey work in Delhi and was busy preparing to present
my findings in the fall. So it wasn’t until early November that | asked the former directors for their submissions. The JSPS
headquarters provided a list of Japanese nationals who had been dispatched to its centers in other countries. Using that list, |
approached professors affiliated with the Tehran and Ankara centers. | also approached people affiliated with the Cairo center.
However, given that it was already December, my success was limited. | would like to thank the many people who kindly shared
their memories despite being asked at the last minute. Young disciples wrote manuscripts for the late directors. And Dr.
Yoshimura, Dr, Kameya and Ms. Sugimoto of Organization for Islamic Area Studies, Waseda University mediate the exchange
of mails for the late directors who don’t use e-mail.

Pictures of two of Prof. Hanada’s paintings are inside the front and back covers of this booklet. The front one is called
“Muhammad ‘Ali Mosque and the Market”, and the back one is called “Picking Cotton”. The sections titled “Egyptian Joint
Research” in “JSPS Programs for Japanese” and “Lectures, Other Events, and Publications” were written by Cairo center
administrative assistant Ms. Kazumi Bando. As | mentioned before, the JSPS headquarters provided the list of Japanese nationals
who had been dispatched to its centers in other countries. And the list of “Lectures and Events at the JSPS Cairo center (in
Japanese)” was compiled by Ms. Bando. | had originally intended for this publication to be in three languages: Japanese, English,
and Arabic. | regret to say that, due to time constraints, we have Arabic abridged versions of only two sections. For the English
translation Ms. Hagar and Ms. Maha who graduated the faculty of Japanese Language, Ein Shams University, Ms. Bando and |
translated the text from Japanese to English. Jeff Gedert, Waseda University translator and Mr. Michael Stark diligently reworded
our English translations. For the Arabic translation, Secretary Sabrin and last Ms. Maha had done from Japanese to Arabic and Mr.
Shawky, General Manager of Noon Center for the Arabic Language, reworded Arabic translations.

Preparing this booklet was a constant reminder of the many twists and turns in our fifty-year history of research and
interactions between the Middle East and Japan at the JSPS West Asian regional center. Ideally, this booklet would contain the
recollections of all affiliated individuals, and present them all in three languages. | hope some day a revised version of this booklet

will do that. And | hope that the Cairo center will be continue forever.
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